
What an investment you are making!! Each month you faithfully lift up 
prayers and give financially for this ongoing ministry to an average of 
1000 incarcerated and nearly 600 Polk County Sheriff’s office staff. It is 
my intention monthly to let each of you know how vital your prayers, and 
sacrificial giving are to this ministry. Thank you for partnering with us!

Grace is amazing and radically free, but there is a wage we all must pay if 
we do life our own way. Rom. 6:23 Father God wants us to humbly 
receive the Way that He provided through His Son's precious blood. 
Jn. 14:6 Jesus paid the debt you and I could never pay for a gift we could 
never earn. A wage is something we earn from doing work. Ironically 
religious people think they can do works and get credit or earn good 
standing before a holy God. Eph. 2:8 & 9 What a deception, but it pacifies 
the ego and exalts pride. Our holy God can not over look sin because of 
it's offensive nature. It took a God man, God's Son to come in the likeness 
of man, live a perfect life, and offer Himself up for our sins to satisfy God 
the Father's holy demands. Jesus Christ purchased our redemption, and 
gave us right standing before a Holy God. Because of my relationship with 
God through Christ Jesus He will produce the good works that show my 
faith is genuine. That my friend is His amazing GRACE!

The start of September was fruitful for God's work in people housed at 
the Polk County Jail. They did not want to be caught, but God's 
sovereign protective hand rescued them to change the course and 
direction of their lives. I met with a woman on screen who told me drug 
and alcohol abuse landed her in down town Des Moines crying 
uncontrollably and homeless. She asked me where I attended church 

and then told me the rest of her story. “I was downtown when some 
Junior High girls came, showed compassion to me, and asked what was 
the matter? These Junior Highers simply listened. I poured out my heart 
of pain, sorrow and heart ache to these innocent kids who didn't know 
what to think of my overwhelming need and story. They looked at me 
through my tears, and said we can't remember all those details, but we 
will do our best to pray for you. When they finished praying I was so 
grateful and my tears were now tears of appreciation.” Those young 
girls were from the Junior High group at Grace Church. They were 
downtown looking to share the love of God with anyone they could. 
Their prayers gave the strength for this destitute woman to go on. Now 
God divinely brought this same woman across my path in Jail. She was 
on a self destructive course, trying to take her own life, and not having 
any purpose to live. God grabbed and brought her to Jail to rescue her 
from herself. I shared the gospel, the GOOD NEWS, and she 
surrendered her life to Jesus Christ that day. I believe those young 
Junior High girls' prayers were the catalyst that God used to sow the 
seed that I was then privileged to harvest. 

God is wanting all of His saints to share His amazing grace and love with 
a dying and desperately needy world. Even in the midst of a Covid 19 
pandemic God used these precious Junior Highers. They went to the 
streets of Des Moines to share God's amazing grace, His powerful story, 
and this one was redeemed!

Praise God, Amen!!
In His Service, Chaplain Jerry

Tip of the Month:
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** Please forward all gifts to Polk County Jail (1985 N.E. 51st Place, DSM, 50313), www.polkcountyjailministries.com  through 

 Another Changed Life!
I grew up in Knoxville, Iowa going 
to church, Sunday school, and 
Bible school as a child and loved it. 
I moved to Ankeny in 7th grade. 
The transition of leaving all my 
friends I'd grown up with was hard 
on me. That's when I started 
smoking cigarettes and marijuana 
on a daily basis followed by 
alcohol. At 17 I was introduced to 
meth and was hooked. For about 
the next 3 yrs I used daily. At 20 I 
got pregnant with my son and 
stopped using all drugs and 

alcohol. About a year after Brandon's birth I began using again. There 
were periods of time when I was sober but not for very long. On 
August 28th of 2018 I lost my mother suddenly and without warning. 
That sent me down a road of using and drinking nonstop to numb my 
pain for the next 71/2 months. On April 13, 2019 I was arrested for my 
4th possession of meth, making it my 5th possession total. I spent 5 
months in the Polk County Jail. During this time I attended Bible study 
twice a week, on Mondays with Sherri and on Wednesdays with 
Denise. While there I began to spend all my time in my Bible. Not 
knowing when I would be released from Jail, I prayed every single day 
for Jesus to please take the desire for drugs and alcohol from me 
before I was let out of Jail.
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Many Christians have become culturally minded, not biblically minded.

Good Works aren't enough to give you 
                    favor with God 



                                                              Monthly:    Ytd:
Inmate Request:      617      3,783
One-on-One inmate counseling:      589      4,841
Religious reading materials given:      292      3,138
Bible Study groups:         80           636
Inmates involved with studies:      413      5,145
View Worship Service:      322        3,349 
Volunteer Hours:        66         833
Number of Volunteers:         21 127
Bibles given:       290       2,312
Number of New Believers:         16 230

PRAYER REQUESTS:
• Prayer for the up coming PCJ Banquet/Fundraiser on October 6th at 6 

PM at Grace Church. Please come out for an unforgettable night of 
testimonies of changed lives. SOCIAL DISTANCING SEATING. 

    You can live stream at:  http://bit.ly/PCJM2020
    Pray for 200 in attendance and a strong supporting offering.
• Continued prayer for an Assistant Chaplain. God would reveal the one 

who He has called and burdened for this ministry.
• Continued prayer for Board member David Hamlin, wife Edna, and son 

Jason, as they all battle cancer.
• Prayer for Board member Bud Krisinger as he battles leukemia.
• Prayer for volunteer Delbert Howell as he faces surgery for prostate 

cancer.
• Pray I would soon be allowed back into the housing units to have face to 

face contact with inmates.
• Pray for true repentance, and godly sorrow with those to whom we 

minister.
• God will stir the hearts of staff, and the incarcerated with the Gospel 

message as communicated through His Word, faith based books, and 
other materials.

• Safety for our public servants the Detention Officers in the Jail, and the 
Deputies out on patrol as they drive our roads and highways as 
disrespect of authority is on the rise in our nation.

• Prayer for the Dispatchers with all the stressors of their daily 
responsibilities.

• Those inmates who are disciples would see their personal responsibility 
to testify, and lead others to Christ. More inmates would then respond 
to the Gospel because of them.

• Inmates would awaken to watch Sunday services at 10:00 AM, also that 
the detention officers would make the services accessible to the 
inmates.

• More and more local churches would participate in this incredible 
ministry prayerfully, and financially as a viable mission’s effort.

• God will move in hearts of family members of the incarcerated as the new 
believers share the gospel with them. Pray that family members would 
understand the glorious Gospel, and receive the LORD as their Savior!

• Those who have gone off to prison will stay faithful to read God’s Word 
daily, and be active in sharing their faith.

• Prayer for released believers to have the self-discipline to go, and belong 
to an active Bible believing local church where they will use their 
spiritual gifts for God’s glory. That they might find love and acceptance 
from the congregations.

• God will raise up more prayer warriors, and financial partners to come 
along side in this great work of God.

• Prayer warriors to do battle for the inmate’s lives who have strongholds 
that are generational. That they might find victory and begin a new 
legacy for their families and future.

• That Covid 19 would be a moot point so that the volunteers could 
return to active duty here at the Jail.

• That the church of Jesus Christ would operate in faith not fear in our 
present circumstances. We must trust God not the daily deception 
of the media sources.

• God will use the upcoming Christmas event to touch cold and 
indifferent hearts of the inmates. That the Christmas event could 
still be observed this year with volunteers.

• That the 2500 stamps for Christmas cards would be provided by 
November 15.

 ANSWERS: 
 • Volunteer Joe Kroger as he faced health concerns that took him 

to the hospital for many tests to determine a diagnosis. He was 
released and doing well.

 • Inmate requests have really increased significantly each week.
 • Praise that the Jail has only 5 cases of Covid 19 presently and one 

staff. No inmates were hospitalized through all these many 
months since March.

 • The incarcerated are so open and broken to the Gospel message.
 • The Holy Spirit is working to draw many to Himself.
 • God is faithful to bring those back to Jail who have turned again 

to their old ways before it’s too late.
 • The prayer and giving have stayed strong for the ministry efforts. 

PTL!!!

 MOST WANTED:
 • 2500 stamps for the two Christmas cards given to each inmate.
 • Clothing closet needs: Men’s coats & shoes
 • Spanish Left Behind series all 12 in paperback or any Spanish 

books.
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 Enclosed is my gift of:  $_____________             I am making a monthly committment of:  $_____________ 

Please trim along the dashed line and insert in the enclosed envelope with your gift.

(Continued from front      )

(Please make checks out to the Polk Co. Jail Ministries Inc. and use the enclosed, self-addressed envelope.  THANK YOU!)  

YOUR FINANCIAL GIFTS AFFORD THIS MINISTRY CONTINUED GROWTH AND IMPACT IN THE LIVES OF THE 
INCARCERATED AND THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE STAFF.  

Please help 
support 

Here is another changed life made 
possible by faithful partners like you! 
Thank you!  –Chaplain Jerry

On August 26th 2019 I was released from the Jail, and moved into the 
House of Grace, a female Christian sober house shortly after. Living at 
the House of Grace has brought many great people into my life as an 
influence. None of this would have happened without my five months 
in the Polk County Jail and the encouragement and love from Denise, 
Sherri, and Jerry. 

Today I'm 17 months sober. I know that my Mom is watching over me 
and is proud of who I've become. Without her passing I don't think I'd 

be where I am at today. The most painful loss of my life became my 
saving grace and has led me to redemption all by the grace of God.
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