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 Another Changed Life!
I grew up in a dysfunctional home 
where it was rough from my 
childhood through adolescence, 
and into adulthood. My life had no 
purpose or direction. I was living 
from house to house, and in and 
out of Jail and Prison. This only 
increased the need for masking my 
past and pain by using and dealing 
drugs to cope with life. 

Until finally in 2015 I was in the 
Polk County Jail and my grandson 
came to visit me. He said, “Grand-
pa are you in Jail again?” God used 

my grandson's words to wake me up because I couldn't seem to get 
free from this cycle.  After that I started attending Bible studies in our 
pod, but I didn't really understand what they were about. In Jail we 
use a kite system, so I requested to see the Chaplain. 

Jerry came down, sat with me in a small room, and asked this 
question. Have you ever given your heart and life to Jesus Christ? I 
told him no. Jerry explained the gospel to me, and how I could receive 
Him as Savior and Lord into my life. Chaplain Jerry led me, and I gave 
my life to Jesus Christ. Things began to change. For the first time I 
became dependable, and my life took on new meaning and purpose. 
God began to build back my life and family from what the locusts had 
eaten away.  
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2020 Banquet well attended with 
powerful testimonies

“It was a night of powerful testimonies” is 
how one friend described the Banquet on 
October 6th. Despite Covid 19 nearly 200 
people gathered in support of what God is 
doing through the Polk Co. Jail Ministry. If you 
weren't there you missed out, but for the very 
first time the Banquet was live streamed! 
There have been nearly 800 views! Wow!!! 
You are the vital link to what God is doing in 
and through us every day. Your collective 
efforts as partners are making a difference in 
countless lives!! Thank you for your powerful, 
effective prayers, and financial gifts that 
allow this ministry to flourish, and accomplish what Jesus commanded in 
the great commission. Let’s fight together in prayer for the lost wandering 
souls that find themselves in the Polk County Jail. Let's also give prayer 
support for the relentless efforts of our Deputies, Dispatchers, Correction 
Officers, and other Sheriff’s Office staff every single day.

The theme this year of our Banquet/Fundraiser at Grace Church was given 
each month in the Newsletter Jesus Alive In Lives Breaks Shackles. Now I 
will break your shackles and release you from the yoke of slavery. Nahum 
1:13. It was an incredible night as we enjoyed a delicious meal prepared by 
our cook and his helpers. A big thank you goes out to everyone who had a 
hand in serving this year. A twenty five minute professional video showed 

four former inmates' testimonies of God’s 
amazing work in their lives. They all have 
been radically transformed, and changed for 
His glory! The guest speaker was Jennifer 
Midgorden, Director of Operations for all 
the Salvation Army Retail Stores in central 
Iowa. Jen kept everyone spell bound by her 
life story. Many said to me, “how could one 
person go through so many awful, 
devastating things, and not be incredibly 
messed up?” It was the radical power of 
Christ transforming her life to change, and 
bring healing from her past. What God has 

done with her life is nothing short of miraculous! Please pray for Jennifer 
as she continues to heal emotionally, and also needs God's protection. 

I have yearned for years and prayed that many would attend, and 
experience our annual banquet. This year that prayer was answered when 
family, friends, and acquaintances were tuned in for this spectacle! Here's 
an example of how God works all things together for good to those who 
love Him. Because of the Covid 19 pandemic our Board suggested we live 
stream the event so more could witness the Banquet. This resulted in the 
greatest audience ever!! Our God is sovereign and powerful!  AMEN!!

                                                                                – In His Service, Chaplain Jerry

Prayer is the way the life of God is nourished in us. Prayer changes me, and 
then I watch God change things!!  WE NEED TO PRAY, PRAY, PRAY!!!



       Monthly:    Ytd:
Inmate Request:      645      4,428
One-on-One inmate counseling:      569      5,410
Religious reading materials given:      289      3,427
Bible Study groups:     46         682
Inmates involved with studies:    92     5,237
View Worship Service:      310   3,659 
Volunteer Hours:    50          883
Number of Volunteers:    2 129
Bibles given:       230     2,542
Number of New Believers:  13 243

PRAYER REQUESTS:
• Please pray for our self indulgent, sinful nation, and trust you 

voted wisely!
• ANNOUNCEMENT: The Captain of the Jail is wanting the Christmas

event to take place because of the impact it has on inmate morale! 
We are so thankful! Please pray for the annual Christmas event Dec.
4th and 5th only a month away. It will look different because of Covid 19
and distancing, but we trust the Lord will give great eternal impact.

• We'll give pop, popcorn and two stamped Christmas cards to each 
inmate at the Jail. Pray that God supplies the 2500 stamps by November 
25th and that the Holy Spirit touches lives through this life changing two 
night event. Volunteers will help prepare but be kept out of the pods.

• Prayer for volunteer Janet Schubert as she undergoes tests to determine 
the cause of painful stomach and digestive issues. She needs help and
a solution.

• My friend David Hamlin, wife Edna, and son Jason as they individually 
battle with cancer. Pray for God’s healing touch for them. David has 
resigned from serving in this ministry due to his treatments, greater 
weakness, and new symptoms.

• Board member Bud Krisinger who has a rare form of leukemia, and is 
taking chemo therapy. He also has chronic back pain from disk problems. 

• Volunteer Delbert Howell recovery from prostrate surgery in mid 
September, bladder complications, emptying, and cancer concerns. Pray 
for wisdom and healing.

• Please pray for volunteer Vicki Overturf for continued strength and 
healing post surgery for suspected cancer.

• Spiritual growth for the inmates who recently came to Christ.
• Continued prayer for a new Assistant Chaplain called of God and 

prepared to serve.
• Prayer for volunteers as they have been gone from the ministry since 

March. They would guard their personal walk with the Lord.
• Many staff are retiring the end of the year. We'll have many new people 

and a lack of experience.
• Greater influence with the Sheriff’s staff as we interact with them. 
• Safety for our public servants the Detention Officers in the Jail, and 

Deputies out on patrol as they drive our highways, and interact with the 
inmates daily.

• Pray for the dispatchers as they deal with their daily emergency calls of 
distress and crisis. Thank God for these first responders to our 911 calls.

• Prayer for former inmate believers who are daily seeking God in their 
endeavors.

• More inmate led Bible studies would begin in each pod. Those who are 
disciples will see their personal responsibility to witness, and lead others 
to Christ. 

• That God would raise up called volunteers for the harvest field here at 
the Jail when they are able to return.

• A greater number of inmates will awaken to watch Sunday services at 
10:00 A.M.

• More and more local churches and individuals participate in this
incredible ministry prayerfully, and financially as a viable
mission’s effort.

• Those who have gone off to prison will stay faithful to read God’s 
Word daily, and be active in sharing their faith.

• Prayer for those released to have the self-discipline to pursue being
in a Bible believing local church where they will use their spiritual
gifts for God’s glory. They will find love and acceptance from the
Body of Christ.

ANSWERS:
• Thanking the Lord for the great turnout, testimonies, live

streaming, giving and awareness that people left with the night
of the Banquet!

• I can tell that you all are praying as it seems everywhere we go
in the Jail divine appointments are all around us with hurting 
inmates and Sheriff's staff.

• The Lord is breaking people free from sins and showing them
their need for Him.

• Many have been watching Sunday services.

MOST WANTED:
• Need 2500 stamps for the annual two Christmas cards give away

per inmate Dec. 4th & Dec. 5th. We need them by Nov. 25th,
please. This is a highlight of the year! You can participate with us 
through your prayers and by giving stamps. God uses this event
to soften hearts and change lives!!!

• Spanish Christian paperback books.
• Men’s shoes and coats. Winter is here!

Ministry Monthly Report: 
October 2020

 Enclosed is my gift of:  $_____________             I am making a monthly committment of:  $_____________ 

Please trim along the dashed line and insert in the enclosed envelope with your gift.

(Continued from front      )

I was court ordered to Bridges and graduated. I am gainfully employed 
at Bonanza Restaurant where I serve tables, and love the interaction 
with customers. I attend church faithfully, and I’m a manager of a faith 
based sobriety house. I find great enjoyment investing in other men’s 
lives. I work hard to be a good example for my family and to my special 
grandson whom God used to ask that life changing question. I'm so 
thankful to the Lord for all He's done for me and my family. I want to 
thank the Lord for second chances and for not giving up on me. Lord, I 
promise to not give up on You.

Here is another changed life that 
represents the prayers and financial 
investments of faithful partners 
like you!  Thank you!  

–Chaplain Jerry

(Please make checks out to the Polk Co. Jail Ministries Inc. and use the enclosed, self-addressed envelope.  THANK YOU!)  

YOUR FINANCIAL GIFTS AFFORD THIS MINISTRY CONTINUED GROWTH AND IMPACT IN THE 
LIVES OF THE INCARCERATED AND THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE STAFF.  

Please help 
support 
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