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Happy Thanksgiving!
It's our opportunity to give THANKS!!! I want to THANK all of our
partners for your powerful prayers and generous gifts that have a
profound impact on this ministry to the Sheriﬀ's Oﬃce and the
incarcerated. The Bible declares, Always be joyful. Always keep on
praying. No matter what happens, always be thankful, for this is
God's will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.1Thes. 5:16-18 What a
message to us in this present time of Covid 19, civil unrest, disrespect
of authority, economic concerns, discontentment, sexual immorality,
fear, and unbelief. In this context we are not asked, but commanded
to do these actions; choose joy, choose prayer, no matter what
happens choose thankfulness. The Lord God states, This is My will for
you who belong to Christ Jesus.
I want to be transparent with all of you, since April it's been diﬃcult
to be limited for protective reasons from the inmates and Sheriﬀ's
staﬀ at all county wide facilities. I miss this interaction face to face,
but praise the Lord I can use the monitor up front in the lobby. I can
see inmates, share the love of Christ, and His Good News of the
gospel with them. The Lord is so faithful to encourage me with His
presence, for your ongoing powerful prayers to stay thankful, and to
abound in joy with my mask on. How about you? We must let the
Lord be our joy, our peace, and our comfort. We must see the sweet
hour of prayer to be our delight at any hour to care, to share our
hearts with Him, and intercede for the lost. He is the One who cares
so deeply for us.
At the beginning of October I ordered Bibles, and they told me they

were waiting on the paper supplier because there is a shortage of
paper. The publisher didn't know how long it would be to get Bibles
printed. It reminds me of Amos 8:11 when the prophet states, The
days are coming, declares the Sovereign LORD, when I will send a
famine through the land not a famine of food or a thirst for water, but
a famine of hearing the words of the LORD.
In this time of great unrest it's been used to cause me to reﬂect and
draw near to the One who can make sense of all this. He's in control,
sovereign and in charge. We must believe His promises and warnings,
ﬁll our hearts with faith not fear, joy not despair, and love not hate.
These principles are what we've witnessed in the hearts and lives of
many inmates who've turned to Christ.
The Covid 19 pandemic has been tracked to countless lives world
wide who've surrendered to Christ! I've heard it coined the Great
Covid Revival. The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few.
Therefore implore (PRAY) the LORD of the harvest to send workers
into the ﬁeld. Matt 9:37 Whatever ﬁeld you are called to work, let us
respond in these last days with the words, yes Lord!!! He's in the
business of changing lives as He’s done for you and me. That’s why
my heart is full of THANKSGIVING to a great God who came to rescue
anyone who will call on His Name! Even in the midst of these
unprecedented days He is harvesting souls for His Kingdom. Amen!!
In His Service,
Chaplain Jerry

be weary in prayer. Keep at it. Watch for God's answers and remember to
Tip of the Month: Don't
be THANKFUL when they come. (Col 4:2)
Polk Co. Jail Ministry, Inc. , 1985 N.E. 51st Place, Des Moines, IA. 5031
** Please forward all gifts to Polk County Jail (1985 N.E. 51 st Place, DSM, 50313), www.polkcountyjailministries.com through

Bert Knapp – Another Changed Life!

I'm 39 years old and from Des Moines. I have spent almost 18 years of
my life in prisons, jails, institutions,
half way or three quarter houses.
There is no prison in Iowa where
people don't know my name since
I have been to all of them except
Ft. Madison! The question is which
Bert do you know? The Bert with
or without Christ? A lot of you may
know who my family is. We used
to be known for chaos, drugs,
violence, and money. You know
the name, but you don't know
what helped create the monster
that I was. You don't know about
the sexual, physical, mental and

emotional abuse. I saw people shot, stabbed, beaten, overdosed or
thrown away like trash. I was taught a world view that said cops were
the enemy, crime was the norm, and prison was a right of passage.
Women were not special. If they hurt you, you hurt them. To me fear
was god! The more people feared you the more power you had. I tried
to live up to this ideology that you had to be the toughest or the most
dangerous! I've been a junkie and a baller. I have also been a boss and a
goon. However this is not about my reputation or status of who I used
to be. It's not about money or my criminal worldly status. This is about
Jesus Christ and how through His sacriﬁce He has put me into a right
relationship with the Father - John 14:6. Being ﬁlled with the Holy Spirit
has allowed me to walk out this relationship. He has changed my heart
and with that has brought me from darkness to light, and from death to
life - Ephesians 2:5. It was in the Polk County Jail that I ﬁrst heard of
Jesus. At the time I did not understand who Jesus really was. For me He
sounded like a genie in a bottle or another

PRAYER REQUESTS:

ANSWERS:

The Captain of the Jail believes the Christmas event can bring some
improved morale. Please pray for the annual Christmas event of
popcorn, and two stamped Christmas cards for the inmates on
Saturday December 5th. It will look diﬀerent but at least the
volunteers and I can sack the popcorn, conduct our quarterly
meeting, and play a signiﬁcant part in the inmates lives. Then I'll
go to each pod door to give the cards and sacks of popcorn to the
oﬃcers for distribution. Pray the Spirit of God will move in the
hearts of the inmates, and Sheriﬀ's oﬃce staﬀ in a powerful way
during the single night event even without our direct contact.

• Thanking God for each volunteer and their faithful commitment
as they wait and pray.

• Prayer for Board member David Hamlin, his wife Edna, and Jason
their son as they each battle cancer. Edna is showing great signs from
her lab work. David continues with oral chemo.

MOST WANTED:

__________________________________________________________

• Pray for Board member Bud Krisinger who is battling leukemia and
back pain.
• Volunteer Delbert Howell recovering from prostate surgery and
cancer concerns.
• Volunteer Vicki Overturf continued healing from surgery and possible
cancer.
• The need for an Assistant Chaplain who is called and burdened to
work in this ministry when we return to full access to the inmates to
do Bible studies and one on ones face to face.
• Continued spiritual growth and discipleship for the inmates who
recently came to Christ.
• Prayer for inmate believers who are released that they will daily seek
the Lord and are faithful to attend a Bible believing church.
• Safety for our public servants the Detention Oﬃcers in the Jail as they
supervise the incarcerated, and for those Deputies out on patrol as
they protect our communities.
• A greater number of inmates would watch Sunday services at
10:00 A.M.
• More and more local churches will participate in this incredible
ministry as a viable mission’s eﬀort both prayerfully, and ﬁnancially.

• Praise the LORD for all those who gave their hearts to Jesus
Christ!
• God is faithful to His Word to change and mature new believers.
• Praise and thanksgiving to the Lord Jesus for all He’s doing and
has done in this incredible ministry all year despite the
challenges!
• Praise God for so many who’ve given stamps. We have the 2,500
plus! Thanks to each of you for your participation!

• Spanish Christian paperback books.
• Men’s winter coats larger not small
• All types of shoes

Ministry Monthly Report:
November 2020
Inmate Request:
One-on-One inmate counseling:

548

5,958

Religious reading materials given:

258

3,685

80

762

Inmates involved with studies:

294

5,531

View Worship Service:

270

3,929

32

915

2

131

264

2,806

8

251

Bible Study groups:

• Family members of the incarcerated will have their lives touched by
the undeniable changes that God has brought about, and to see their
own need for redemption as they too experience brokenness.

Volunteer Hours:

• Inmates who have gone oﬀ to prison will stay faithful to read God’s
Word daily, and be active in sharing their faith where they’ve been
planted.

Bibles given:

• There would be a host of faithful prayer warriors lifting this ministry
before God daily.

Monthly: Ytd:
659 5,087

Number of Volunteers:

Number of New Believers:

• Pray that God will soften the hardest of hearts.

(Continued from front

)

tool that could be used to get out of trouble. This is how I viewed Jesus
Christ for many years. I again landed myself back in the Polk County Jail
facing attempted murder, arson, willful injury and some other charges.
It was this time that I learned of the real Jesus and His gospel of love. One
day while attending a Bible study on the unit I began to understand that
everything I believed up to this point was a lie. The world view I believed
in was false. Yes, bad things happened. I didn't have to keep being the
victim or making victims. With Jesus there is freedom! - II Corinthians
3:17. I was sentenced to 35 years in which I did 10 straight. I accepted
Jesus on 8/20/2004 while in a program called IFI. This is where I ﬁrst
met Pastor Jerry and saw his heart for the Lord! I have messed up many
times since giving my life to Christ, and have been in and out of prison,
but those who know me know I'm not the same. I'm a new creation II Corinthians 5:17. I no longer have to live up to this reputation that I had
developed over the years. I'm no longer the same boy who wanted to
hurt people because I was hurt. Today I have a heart to help people and
to see them come to know the Lord! Today I share the gospel. I believe
that God still operates in signs, wonders and miracles - Hebrews 2:4.

I love seeing people set free from physical, mental, emotional, ﬁnancial,
and spiritual bondage. Today I enjoy a relationship with the Lord, and He
allows me to carry Him into all my other relationships. I'm blessed with
being a Daddy to my children. I have a good relationship with my spouse. I
have a good church family. I'm blessed with a good job. I'm also blessed to
be the house supervisor of Dads With A Purpose. These are just a few of
my blessings that the Lord has given me today. Lord, I pray for all those
who will read this that they will come to know You, Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit and experience the freedom that comes from having a relationship
with You! In Jesus name! God Bless!

Here is another changed life made
possible by faithful partners like you!
Thank you! –Chaplain Jerry
Please help
support

(THANK YOU for your ﬁnancial support! Please make checks out to the Polk Co. Jail Ministries Inc. and use the enclosed, self-addressed envelope.)

