
Welcome to the monthly J.A.I.L. Ministry newsletter.  With it we strive 
to inform our constituency of the Holy Spirit’s activity in the Jail and 
with the Sheriff's office staff. We want to extend our thanks as you 
faithfully pray, and generously give your financial support. We live in 
changing times, but take heart in the unchangeable, eternal, and 
enduring Word of God! You are in the good fight and on the front lines 
with all of us as we battle for men and women’s souls. Amen!!! There is 
also a real battle as 96 inmates and twelve staff have tested positive 
with Covid 19. I'd like to encourage all of you that none of them are 
hospitalized! Your continued prayers are needed to combat the spread. 
Diligent efforts are carried out by administration and staff for the well 
being and safety of every person. All staff must wear masks and 
temperatures are taken at the beginning and the end of shifts to ensure 
a safe work place.  

No physical contact with inmates or going into the pods is my new 
normal. If an inmate requests a Bible or book I get them to the inmates 
through the officer in charge of the pods. To schedule a visit through the 
monitors in the lobby with an inmate is not an easy process. Mental 
Health, attorneys, and family members are all vying for valued time 
slots. The pods only have two functioning phones as well, so this 
reduces the opportunities even more. The mail room staff do their best 
to schedule convenient times for all of us. Communicating via screen is 
just not the same as sitting across from a person looking into their eyes, 
and tuning into their body language. I miss the connection with each 
and every one of them. Although it has been a valuable time to watch 

the inmate leaders grow in their faith as they guide prayer groups and 
Bible studies in each pod. This week I got word of a disciple who lead a 
man in his pod to Christ! This leader is going through a major trial 
himself. He has a cancerous tumor on the side of his neck and is 
awaiting surgical removal. Please pray for God's healing power in his life.            

During my devotion time I was reading about the unseen parts of a tree, 
the roots. When you look at a tree you never see the whole tree. You 
only see what grows above the earth. The most important part is 
unseen and growing downward into the earth. The roots are the vital 
source for all nourishment, and without the roots the tree ceases to 
exist. Our life is like a tree in God. Psalm 1:3 He will be like a tree firmly 
planted along streams of water and bears fruit in its season and its leaf 
does not wither and all that he does prospers. There are two parts to 
our existence, the part that's visible to the world and the hidden parts 
that no one can see. What is the key to being fruitful for God? The 
secret is the hidden part, the part you don't see.  How deep are your 
roots in God? What exactly are the roots?  It's your inner life with God, 
your faith, devotion, your love, communion, your time with Him in 
prayer. It's that which is in your heart. No one can see it, but it's the 
most critical part. It's the part by which you and I receive spiritual life 
and nourishment. It is this which causes the roots of your life to grow 
and bear fruit. If our roots are shallow or weak, the fruit of our lives in 
God will wither away. Your fruitfulness in God will always be directly 
proportionate to your rootfulness in God. The root of the righteous will 
bear fruit. Psalms 12:12
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 A transformed life!
I grew up going to church, but as I got older I 
walked away.  On Aug.15, 2009 my husband 
and I got busted for drugs, and we went to 
Jail. In Jail I started reading the Bible, going 
to Bible studies, and watching Chaplain Jerry
do the Sunday sermons on TV.  Later on I did
Bible studies with Mary Lang Smith, and 
talked to the ladies who brought the book 
carts around. That little bit of time they'd 
visit with me made my day.  

This is when I received Christ as my Savior. I 
reached the bottom then I looked up and 
found meaning and purpose for my life.  

Sometimes you don't know God is all 
you need until God is all you've got. It 
took me over a year to get custody of 
my daughter back, but I have a God who 
would not have it any other way. He has 
restored my family.  

Now I work for the city of Des Moines 
and feel so blessed every day to have a 
second chance. Thank you all that have 
helped me along the way. 

God is Great!

The unseen parts of our lives are      
        the roots of fruitfulness.  

Melissa Denham-

JESUS ALIVE IN
LIVES
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A tree’s fruitfulness can never exceed it's rootfulness in Him.



                                                              Monthly: Ytd:
Inmate Request:      288      1,960

One-on-One inmate counseling:      264      2,999

Religious reading materials given:      143      2,282

Bible Study groups:         64           345

Inmates involved with studies:      431      3,533

View Worship Service:      336        1,975 

Volunteer Hours:           5         711

Number of Volunteers:            2    81

Bibles given:       143       1,439

Number of New Believers:            6 189

PRAYER REQUESTS:
• Getting the volunteers back and the ministry functioning at full 

strength again.

• Physical safety for Detention officers, service aids, response team 
members, medical and mental health staff, deputies and first 
responders as well.  Wisdom for the  administration as they 
make hard decisions for the welfare of all. 

• Please pray for volunteer Rich Thomson who has prostrate 
cancer and is scheduled for surgery June 26th. Also pray for quick 
and full recovery with no spread of the cancer.   

• Pray for board member David Hamlin as he receives oral chemo 
treatments for leukemia.  Also for his wife Edna, and their son 
Jason, as they all three are battling cancer.  David had to step 
down as a volunteer but will serve on the Board.

• Prayer for Board member Bud Krisinger as he also battles with 
leukemia.   

• God would place a burden and calling on individuals to come into 
the Jail as a volunteer in response to His will.   

• The inmates would not be easily distracted from the things that 
God is trying to do in their lives in causing growth and influence 
over others in the pods. 

• Christian movie shown Sunday at 1 as a Bible study for the whole 
Jail would be highly attended.

• Prayer for effectiveness as I do ministry alone. 

• God uses those inmate believers in the pods to step up and lead 
prayer and Bible study times while we are prohibited. 

• Spiritual protection for the volunteers in their personal lives and 
families.  Also to have a deeper walk and humility in the Lord for 
each of us.

• Sunday services at 10:00 A.M. would be greatly attended as a 
larger number of inmates wake up to watch.  Detention officers 
would realize its benefit to their pods. 

• God will prompt local churches to participate by opening their 
doors to the formerly incarcerated and to support this local 
mission’s effort prayerfully and financially as we experience 
growth.  

• Inmates who have gone off to prisons or back to the streets will 
stay faithful to Jesus Christ, His Word, His church, and be active in 
sharing their faith. 

• We need daily prayer for spiritual oppositions that come against 
the ministry trying to disrupt and destroy it.

• The seed of God’s Word daily as inmates read it and would bear 
much fruit.

• That the Body of Christ would not be fear driven, but faith 
driven.  Unlike the world's infatuation with the Covid19 virus 
through fear.  

ANSWERS:
• My access to the Jail and responding to requests of the 

inmates in unique ways.  

• Someone donated and helped install their personal high 
speed computer, and replaced our old out dated computer 
here at home that we do most of the ministry work on. 

• Praise God for salvations, attendance to the Sunday services, 
and the Christian movies they let me show on Sunday at 
1:00 as a replacement for Bible studies throughout the 
entire Jail. Pray that they would be greatly attended.

• Praise God for all the former inmates who are saved and 
out living for Him! 

• Praise and thanksgiving to God for the Board partners, and 
all that He does in orchestrating the administration, 
planning and the events of the ministry day after day. 

• The obvious hand of God on this ministry in every way in 
the midst of the virus.

MOST WANTED:
• Any Spanish paperback books by Tony Evans, David 

Jeremiah, CS Lewis, Watchman Nee

• Anyone interested in purchasing easy to read Bibles can 
help purchase one case of 20 for $79.80.  When we order 
two cases we get the third for free.
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 Enclosed is my gift of:  $_____________             I am making a monthly committment of:  $_____________ 

Please trim along the dashed line and insert in the enclosed envelope with your gift.

  Please help supportHere is a transformed life that 
represents the prayers and financial 
investments of faithful partners like 
you!  Thank you!  - Chaplain Jerry

(Please make checks out to the Polk Co. Jail Ministries Inc. and use the enclosed, self-addressed envelope.  THANK YOU!)  

YOUR FINANCIAL GIFTS AFFORD THIS MINISTRY CONTINUED GROWTH AND IMPACT IN THE LIVES OF THE 
INCARCERATED AND THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE STAFF.  


