
Greetings! What unique times we are living in with the Covid-19 
concerns. It’s a testing time I believe. Will we respond by drawing closer 
to our loving Heavenly Father or distancing ourselves from Him because 
of fear? I believe fear hampers us in two strategic ways. First, our love 
for God is in question 1 John 4:18. Secondly, we don’t trust Him which 
translates into a lack of faith. Faith is what pleases our Father in Heaven 
Hebrews 11:6. Both are essential for a believer to walk in the power of 
the Holy Spirit and become more like Jesus Christ. During this unprece-
dented time all churches have closed, and every volunteer has been 
suspended from access to the PCJ. Thank God the Jail remains open to 
me, so I’m busy serving the under 900 inmates. Yes, the populations 
have been dramatically reduced in Jails and prisons across the country to 
decrease the potential spread of the virus inside the walls. I have been 
very busy teaching Bible studies, doing one on ones, and serving the PC 
Sheriff’s office staff by myself. All the volunteers play a huge role 
performing their individual duties so faithfully week in and week out. 
I’m very thankful for their dedicated commitment and faithfulness to 
the Lord. I miss them greatly and will be extremely grateful when they 
can return to co-labor beside me. Your powerful prayers and financial 
support is crucial at this time for God’s glory. Thank God for your 
partnership and friendship as we endeavor to proclaim the message of 
salvation through Jesus Christ. Thank you for your eternal perspective!

After nearly fifteen years at the Jail, I’m still amazed at how God works 
with new believers in Christ. I’ve dubbed this the greenhouse effect. The 
Jail itself is fertile ground prepared for years by the faithful prayers of 
saints like you. As inmates surrender to Christ they are in a safe environ-
ment to grow in their faith. It also provides them protection and 

nourishment. Each one is in need of a foundational and deep root 
structure which is the Word of God. Inner strength from the Holy Spirit 
helps them resist temptation that comes their way, because they have 
been grounded in God’s powerful Word. Just as plants require sunshine 
and moisture for growth new believers need teaching, prayer, fellow-
ship, and accountability to thrive. Some will be residents at the Jail for a 
year or even up to three years as they await a trial and sentencing. 
We have some time to develop disciples (learners) during their stay. The 
ministry is about evangelizing and winning, but the great commission is 
not complete without discipleship. We need to teach them to observe/ 
obey what Jesus commanded. This comes through development of 
intimacy that God so greatly desires with all His children. It is out of this 
deep love relationship that results in obedience and commitment to live 
not for ourselves, but for Him who shed His precious blood and gave His 
life for us all. Amen!                      – In His service,  Chaplain Jerry

One Person’s Perspective 
on the Plague
In three short months, just like He did with the plagues of Egypt, God 
has taken away everything we worship. God said, “You want to worship 
athletes? I will shut down the stadiums. You want to worship musicians? 
I will shut down Civic Centers. You want to worship actors? I will shut 
down theaters. You want to worship money? I will shut down the 
economy and collapse the stock market. You want to worship your 
body?  I’ll shut down fitness centers, tanning beds, cosmetic surgeries, 
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 A transformed life!
My name is Brian Riehm. I grew up in a world 
where chaos was normal. My parents were not 
around much, so the responsibility of raising 
myself and my younger sister fell to me.  I’ve been 
the victim of every kind of abuse, and never 
received the acceptance and empowerment that 
every child needs and deserves. I started using 
drugs at a very young age and hung out with a 
crowd of people much older than me. This was to 
gain the acceptance that I so eagerly sought. In 
1995, upon graduating High School, I went to 
prison for Second Degree burglary and forgery. 
After my release in 2000, I managed to “hold it 

together” for a while. I went to college, had two 
children and bought a house.  Then in 2011, the 
world fell apart for me. I lost my family, and 
everything else shortly after. By 2015 I had sunk into 
a nasty depression, was homeless and hopeless. I 
was addicted to prescription painkillers and meth. 
March 15th, 2016, I was arrested for forgery and 
taken to the Polk Co Jail. In the Polk Co Jail was 
where I gave my life to Christ during an inmate led 
prayer circle. A man I didn’t know invited me to join, 
and I was overcome by the Holy Spirit that night. 
After going through the Bridges Program and graduat-
ing from Hope Ministries Life Recovery Program, 
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Think of the last thing you prayed about; were you devoted to your desire or to God?  



                                                              Monthly: Ytd:
Inmate Request:      431      1,441

One-on-One inmate counseling:      688      2,453

Religious reading materials given:      510      1,936

Bible Study groups:         73           228

Inmates involved with studies:   1,020      2,583

View Worship Service:      466        1,296 

Volunteer Hours:      216          701

Number of Volunteers:         28    77

Bibles given:       405       1,151

Number of New Believers:         57 181

PRAYER REQUESTS:
• Prayer for continued wisdom for all government officials as they 

make decisions for everyone’s safety, and wellbeing.

• Pray God’s protection against the Covid-19 virus for employees, 
families, and inmates. Also protection and good health for the 
community. 

• God will use our efforts as I’m alone to have an impact through 
the ministry with the entire Jail population, and the Sheriff’s 
office staff to touch lives with the Gospel. 

• Volunteer David Hamlin’s continued healing of cancer from 
Agent Orange. His wife Edna and son Jason also dealing with 
cancer and need divine intervention. 

• Former volunteer and Board member Bud Krisinger would be 
healed in his battle with leukemia. 

• Continued prayer for an Asst. Chaplain who’s called and uniquely 
prepared by God.

• God will make the hearts of inmates sensitive as we emphasis 
the Resurrection of Jesus Christ this Easter season.    

• God will keep our public servants the Detention Officers in the 
Jail, and Deputies out on patrol safe from harm’s way and this 
virus. Also those in dispatch would have emotional strength in 
dealing with their job related daily stress. 

• Sunday services at 10:00 A.M. will be well attended, a greater 
number of inmates wake up to watch, and detention officers 
would realize their importance.

• The Christian inmates will daily exercise more self-discipline in 
their efforts to grow.  

• An awakening of local churches to participate in this incredible 

ministry prayerfully, and financially as a viable mission’s effort.  

• Inmates who have gone off to prison will stay faithful to God’s 
Word, and be active in sharing their faith.

• Brokenness will be evident in new inmates to the Polk Co. Jail, 
and they’ll see their need for a relationship with Jesus Christ.   

• God will raise up more prayer warriors, and financial partners to 
come along side in this great work of God. Consider how you 
might impact this ministry.

• Need daily prayer for spiritual oppositions that come against the 
ministry. 

• Jobs for released inmates who desire to stay faithful to God.

• Inmate led Bible studies would be greatly attended and 
impactful with their prayers.

ANSWERS:
• God keeps bringing new individuals who are called to 

volunteer.
• There is an amazing hunger and thirst for the Scriptures in 

each pod.  
• The Holy Spirit’s power and presence is very active in lives.
• Inmates keep reaching out to new people who enter their 

pods.
• Many inmates are coming to Christ!
• Good health!
• Praise that access is still available to me. Strength and 

stamina for the extra hours.

MOST WANTED:
• Clothing closet needs - jeans and tennis shoes for men 

only.
• I’m looking for 12 ft. book shelves for our office; prefera-

bly wood. Currently they are metal but are breaking 
down and very old. 
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Here is a transformed life that 
represents the prayers and financial 
investments of faithful partners like 
you!  Thank you!  - Chaplain Jerry

(Please make checks out to the Polk Co. Jail Ministries Inc. and use the enclosed, self-addressed envelope.  THANK YOU!)  

YOUR FINANCIAL GIFTS AFFORD THIS MINISTRY CONTINUED GROWTH AND IMPACT IN THE LIVES OF THE 
INCARCERATED AND THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE STAFF.  

I was sober for three years. In March of 2019, I relapsed. I’m now 90 days 
sober again and have rejoined the Hope Ministries Program. My faith is 
stronger today than ever, and my life is finally on track.  This is all thanks to 
the grace and mercy of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Having a few solid 
accountability brothers like Robert Majors and Daniel Slater has helped me 
immensely. Thanks to the miracle of Jesus Christ, I finally have the inner 
peace and serenity I’ve searched for my whole life. God is good all the time. 
Keep your head up and trust in Him!
Brothers, I do not consider myself to have taken hold of it (God’s goal), but 
this one thing I do, forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to those 
things which are before. I press toward the mark of the prize of the upward 
call of God in Christ Jesus. Phil. 3:13-14.

Please help 
support 

barber shops, and beauty boutiques. You don’t want to go to church and 
worship Me? I will make it so you can’t go to church”.

If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves and 
pray, and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear 

from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land. II Chron.7:14

Maybe we don’t need a vaccine. Maybe we need to take this time of 
isolation from the distractions of the world, and have a personal revival 
where we focus on the only thing in the world that really matters – 
JESUS!
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