
God is still changing lives one at a time around the world and especially 
during the Covid 19 pandemic.  Hundreds of thousands world wide have 
responded to the Gospel and received Christ as Savior! It's been 
coined the “Corona Revival.” God 
has  used  an  abrupt  stoppage  of 
life to get the world's attention to 
ask  why  we  exist, why  are  we 
here,   and   where   does   true 
meaning  and  purpose  come 
from? The world is paralyzed by 
fear and God is never the author 
of fear. We must step out in faith 
and  in  love  to  all  the  hurting 
around  us  in  this  most  crucial 
hour. We need to point them to 
the only One who can make sense of 
this messed up world. Because of your partnership in prayer and 
financial support, we are able to make a difference here in presenting 
Him to people in the PC Jail and the Sheriff’s office staff. Thank you!

At home we have a slogan below our bathroom mirror that states, 
“Home of the free because of the brave.” America was born out of a 
blood bath of lives sacrificed on the altar of freedom. Why have many 
ignored or forgotten our American heritage?  I would submit because 
we need reminders. We are a forgetful people, and not ones who 
remember. It's no wonder that over and over we repeat the failures of 
our past instead of learning from them, and avoiding regrets in the 
future. From all appearances it sadly seems that we as a nation are 
headed the way of forgetting the great cost for what we've enjoyed; 
freedom because of the brave.  From the book Praying For America by 

Dr. Robert Jeffress, he states “We have a responsibility as believers to 
stand up, push back against evil, and influence the spiritual and moral  

direction of our country.  The Bible encourages us to work 
hard for justice, God-honoring laws, and 
the spread of the gospel. First we must 
do what we can to support God-honor-
ing values, educate ourselves about the 
candidates, and participate in the voting 
process. We are to bring a Christian 
influence into our country.  One of the 
most powerful ways we can do that is 
through elections. When you cast a vote 
for a candidate, you are voting either for 
righteousness or unrighteousness.”    

The Bible speaks of our participation in  
 sin and how we become enslaved to it. John 8:34  Hebrews 
12:1 describes this enslavement as being entangled like a spider's web. 
The more we succumb to sin the more we get wrapped up in its 
powerful grip. Only by God's Spirit can we be set free, and enter into 
God's family by faith in the finished work of Jesus Christ. He became sin 
for us 2 Cor. 5:21, by taking our penalty when He was nailed to the cross 
for our justification. The Jail is full of enslaved sinners. Many recognize 
their slavery and entanglement to sin, and know they can't get free of it 
without God's intervention in their lives. We find those who are crying 
out for help, and hope from their lives of despair. It's from this platform 
we share the gospel with all who will hear, and many do respond to its 
powerful message! Rom 1:16  Praise God!!                                               

                          – In His Service, Chaplain Jerry

Tip of the Month:
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 Another Changed Life!
I am a woman who is 52 years old. 
I have a lovely Mom who worked 
hard her whole life, and a father 
who provided for his family. I have 
4 sisters and 1 brother. At the age 
of 16 my drug addiction started, 
and it lasted for 25 years. I was in 
and out of prison, and lived a life 
of prostitution and drugs. My 
family was out of my life for most 
of that 25 years. I had no self-re-
spect. I was pretty sure that I 
would die because of this lifestyle, 
and the bondage of drug addic-

tion. After many stays in prison and jail, death was beginning to 

look like that was my best option. However, God had different 
plans for me. I was arrested one more time, and this time was 
different than all the others. I met with a volunteer by the name 
of Janet. She was my Guardian Angel. She met with me once a 
week, gave me hope, and prayed with me. Looking back, she was 
doing God’s work and that was to love me enough that I chose 
not to take my life. As I awaited another prison term, I was on my 
knees every day praying to God even though I really didn’t know 
how. I was led to the Lord by Janet, and I got into a long term 
drug treatment program called Bridges of Iowa. It was the best 
program I’ve ever been in. At the same time I was in a Drug Court 
Program which was another intense two years. If I could get 
through this, I may have a chance, but that was a very slim 
chance after 25 years of drug addiction. For me to recover 
seemed very unlikely. I lost all of my 
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History can be a tool for learning or we can ignore it and repeat its failures.

The power of our influence



Monthly: Ytd:

Inmate Request:      378      2,691

One-on-One inmate counseling:      408      3,800

Religious reading materials given:      153      2,617

Bible Study groups:     64         492

Inmates involved with studies:      383     4,346

View Worship Service:      313    2,599 

Volunteer Hours:        6          744

Number of Volunteers:         2 104

Bibles given:       174       1,807

Number of New Believers:          6 206

PRAYER REQUESTS:
• Our Banquet/Fund Raiser is Tuesday October 6th 6:00 PM @ Grace 

Church. The PCJ ministry presents a night to remember with this 
year’s theme Jesus Alive In Lives Breaks Shackles.  Come hear what 
God is doing to break shackles and bring deliverance. This night will 
change you! Invite others and pray!  

• Pray for an assistant chaplain to come along side me at the Jail. Pray 
for a man called and burdened for this ministry.

• Continued healing for volunteer Rich Thomson recovering from 
prostate cancer surgery.

• Continued prayer for Board member David Hamlin as he takes oral 
chemo treatment for Agent Orange. Edna his wife and son, Jason, 
also have cancer. 

• Prayer for Board member Bud Krisinger as he battles leukemia. 

• Prayer that I will soon be able to have face to face contact with inmates, 
and have access to the pods for one on ones and Bible studies.

• Prayer for the Covid 19 virus to be of little effect upon the Jail 
population and staff.

• Protection and safety for our public servants the Detention Officers 
in the Jail and those Deputies out on patrol. 

• Pray for our law enforcement agencies across America as they are 
under attack.  Thank God for their unselfish service to us all. 

• God would grant more preaching opportunities to tell of the 
changed lives. 

• Special insights for the unique ministry opportunities, like death 
notifications, or the mental health needs that arise.

• Encouragement for the volunteers as they wait to get back into
the Jail.

• More inmate lead Bible studies and prayer groups would begin in 
each pod. Those who are disciples would see their personal 
responsibility, and step up. More inmates would then respond to 
the gospel because of them. 

• Sunday services at 10:00 AM would be greatly attended by the 
inmates as this is the only Bible study some have.

• The inmates who have gone off to prisons would stay faithful to Jesus 
Christ, be actively sharing their faith, and daily reading His Word.

• Pray for brokenness, open hearts to hear, and receive the Word as it 
is shared daily.

• God will raise up more prayer warriors, and financial partners to 
come along side us in this great work of God.

• We need daily prayer for spiritual oppositions that come against the 
ministry.

• Local churches would partner with us in receiving men and women 
released from the PC Jail, offer mentors, and support for their 

    spiritual growth. This is a key component to sustain what God 
has begun in each life. 

• Churches would go forward by faith not fear, and reopen with a 
renewed sense of urgency in these last days.

• The means of videotaping and re-taping more sermons for 
Sunday service viewing.

ANSWERS:
• Solid oak book shelves twelve feet long and eight feet tall for 

our office was provided by a supporting church family. PTL!!!

• The Covid virus is losing it's impact in the Jail with less and less 
cases.

MOST WANTED:
• Desperate need for men’s shoes only.  We have plenty of

women’s items.

• Terri Blackstock books.
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 Enclosed is my gift of:  $_____________             I am making a monthly committment of:  $_____________ 

Please trim along the dashed line and insert in the enclosed envelope with your gift.

(Continued from front      ) Here is a transformed life that 
represents the prayers and financial 
investments of faithful partners like 
you!  Thank you!  - Chaplain Jerry

(Please make checks out to the Polk Co. Jail Ministries Inc. and use the enclosed, self-addressed envelope.  THANK YOU!)  

YOUR FINANCIAL GIFTS AFFORD THIS MINISTRY CONTINUED GROWTH AND IMPACT IN THE LIVES OF THE 
INCARCERATED AND THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE STAFF.  

social skills and hadn’t had a job in a long time. I only have a GED. My 
family had given up on me, but when you turn your life over to God, He 
will give you strength that you never thought you had. So this is a 
success story for me! I work at HyVee Fresh Commissary, and have 
worked there for a year and a half. I am a Line Lead. I have been sober 
for 2 years, and quit smoking cigarettes. I have healthy relationships 
with my family now. I am a believer in Jesus Christ! That’s how I start 
my day, and that’s how I end my day. Without God none of this would 
be possible. He sent me an angel, and her name is Janet. Now I live my 
life one day at a time with the Lord.

Please help support 
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