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 Another Changed Life!
My name is Jared Dawson, and I 
come from a broken family. I 
have a half sister named Jessica, 
and a half brother named Joe. 
My mom and dad divorced when 
I was 5 years old, and I went to 
live with my dad shortly after the 
divorce. Mom never was much a 
part of my life as she felt unable 
to handle my needs. Life with 
dad seemed reckless. He was 
very violent and abusive to me 
and my step-mother. My dad 
was usually either drunk or high 
on drugs most of the time. 
Because of the abuse, I had little 

to no self-esteem, and this greatly affected my school work. My 
dad was reported to the state by one of my teachers because of 
his violent behavior, and he had me walk home from school in 
frigid weather. I was taken away from home and placed in a 
group home for children who were taken from their homes 
because of abuse. There I would wait placement for adoption, 
but ended up living back with my mom who I hadn’t known for 
several years. I wasn’t with my mom very long before I began to 
smoke marijuana and occasionally drink. I moved back in with 
my dad on a farm in Norwalk, Iowa after being kicked out of the 
Des Moines school district due to my violent behavior. I was 
angry at the world. The abuse from my dad started right up 
after moving back in with him. Life on the farm with my dad was 
a living hell. I started using stronger drugs until I found myself 
around the tables of Alcoholics Anonymous and Narcotics 
Anonymous in 1996. 
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Quote of the Month:

Merry Christmas!!
Greetings at this special time of year when we celebrate the birth of 
heaven's perfect Lamb! The Lord of all creation became man and put on 
flesh. The divine and human came together to set us free from our sins. In 
Luke 18:8 Jesus states, “Will He find faith on the earth when He returns?” 
Right now He would find a whole lot of fear, but very little faith. George 
Barna states, “only 6% of Americans have a Biblical world view.” God's 
inerrant Word is where faith comes from, but we must read it, and believe it 
to have faith. How profound when God states, “something will happen 
prophetically.” It will take place! He sees the past, present and future all at 
the same time! Who would have thought a virgin would be with child? God 
prophesied it in Genesis 3:15. The seed of a woman would bring the Savior 
of the world. Jesus had to be sinless to be the perfect Lamb for sacrifice. He 
couldn't come from a sinful man, thus, a virgin would be with child of the 
Holy Spirit. Some say they don't believe in miracles, but I'm watching 
miracles happen every time a sinner receives Christ and their lives are 
changed. Every month we feature the testimony of a changed life, and each 
one is a miracle! How radical to see a life wrecked with sin, and then a 
completely new life begins right before our eyes. Thank you for your faithful 
prayers, but I urge you to increase your fervency as we see the Day 
approaching. We witness the effects of your faithful prayers and get to 
watch God’s mighty hand moving in the hearts of the incarcerated, and the 
Sheriff’s office staff. Thank you for your partnership prayerfully and 
financially this past year! Wow!! What a difference you’ve made!
        This year only one night, Saturday December 5th was the date for our 
annual Christmas event. Volunteers were invited to come to the roll call 
room, and fill the sacks of popcorn for all the inmates. Most of the 28 
volunteers helped us organize the evening. After all the sacks were filled we 
had a brief meeting, and they all left. Only Sherri, my secretary and I 
delivered the popcorn, and the two stamped Christmas cards. We put a big 
box filled with sacks of popcorn, and the cards at the pod doors for the 

officers to hand 
out. We received 
many responses 
from inmates 
thanking us for 
the thoughtful 
evening of the 
true blessings of 
Christmas. Here 
is the back story. 
About a month 

ago Major Williams asked me to come to his office to discuss our annual 
Christmas event. He told me inmate morale was down and felt our annual 
Christmas event would help with this problem. I was so excited and thrilled 
to give Christmas to the inmates! Arlie Brandmeyer raises popcorn on his 
Ankeny farm. He's donated 25 to 32 very large three foot long and 18” in 
diameter bags of popcorn for the last 15 years. I asked if he would donate 
popcorn again this year? Before he responded, I asked if he wanted to since 
the year was so difficult for businesses. Without hesitation Arlie said he 
would. I asked if the Derecho had affected his farm? He said it destroyed all 
of his crop, and the only thing he could do was disk it under. Talk about a 
true sacrificial gift to the ministry. WOW!!! Please support the Brandmeyer 
Popcorn store in Ankeny to convey your gratitude. Thank you Arlie for your 
selfless gift and testimony to us all.
       Men and women are still coming to Jail broken and open. They are sick 
and tired of coping with their sinfulness, whether it be addictions or empty 
crazy lives. They are responding to the good news that Jesus Christ loves, 
and died for them. Christmas is shouting the message to one and all. The 
perfect Lamb has come to take your sins away. You must believe and 
receive this most priceless GIFT, and then you will experience a new life in 
Him. It's not about religious rituals, but a relationship that will give you true 
meaning, purpose, and direction for your empty life. Humble yourself. Jesus 
sure did!! Philippians 2:5-8            In His Service, Chaplain Jerry

Jared Dawson –

Emmanuel (God with us) but is He in us forming a relationship?

My car completely stuffed with Brandmeyers popcorn



I met my wife while at these meetings, and we had a baby named 
Joseph. A few years later we had our second son Zachery who passed 
away at birth. My wife and I soon divorced. I began to use drugs again, 
and my life was quickly spiraling out of control. Within a 
year I was in the Newton prison where I first met Jerry Van 
Cleave, and others in the Innerchange Freedom Initiative 
program. It was in the Friday night revivals that I first began 
to seek the LORD. After leaving prison, I found myself back 
to using drugs and was in and out of jail for parole viola-
tions. It was in the Polk County Jail that I again encountered 
Bible studies and the Sunday morning services. I am now 
happy to report that I have not been back since I left the Jail 
on July 9th of 2020! I have always been afraid to fully 
surrender to the LORD, but HE has given me the grace and 
shown me HIS mercy in having a plan for my life. HIS plan 
seems to continue to unfold before my very eyes. It is my 
desire to continue to trust HIM and to serve HIM in however 

HE would lead me to do. I am grateful for the work of Jerry 
Van Cleave and the Polk County Jail ministry, that continues 
to bear fruit in and around my life. GOD even sent an 
inmate worker to be a messenger of hope and direction to 
lead me to my current address in a CHRIST centered recov-
ery house in Des Moines. Thank YOU JESUS…!

                                                              Monthly:    Ytd:
Inmate Request:      786      5,873
One-on-One inmate counseling:      709      6,667
Religious reading materials given:      340      4,025
Bible Study groups:        64         826
Inmates involved with studies:      390      5,921
View Worship Service:      361      4,290 
Volunteer Hours:        92       1,007
Number of Volunteers:        15 146
Bibles given:       253      3,059
Number of New Believers:        11 262

PRAYER REQUESTS:
• The ministry to increase in its influence and effectiveness in 2021. 

Volunteers would return to do ministry.

• Prayer for board member Bud Krisinger who is undergoing 
chemotherapy for leukemia.

• Additional churches, individuals and businesses would catch the 
vision of what our great God is doing here at the Polk County Jail 
Ministry, and support it both prayerfully, and financially.

• Prayer for an Assistant Chaplain who is called and burdened for 
the ministry.

• Ongoing prayer for board member David Hamlin, his wife Edna, 
and son Jason as they each continue their battle with cancer.

• Volunteer Vicki Overturf healing for surgery to her tongue, got all 
the cancer.

• Volunteer Rich Thomson for healing from prostate surgery, got all 
the cancer.

• Volunteer Delbert Howell healing from prostate surgery, got all the 
cancer.

• Volunteer Janet Schubert healing of stomach and intestinal issues.

• Prayer for a great working relationship and favor for the ministry 
with Sheriff Kevin Schneider and all the staff throughout the 
county and the Jail.

• Safety and a quick training for all the new employees hired to 
replace the huge turnover with the retirement package. Wisdom 
for the Sheriff’s office in budgetary issues for 2021 as they arise.

• God protects and provides for the needs of the volunteers as they 
wait to come back. Many of them have had physical ailments and 
trials.

• God the Holy Spirit stirs the hearts of staff and the incarcerated 
with the Gospel message through the ministry’s presence.

• Inmates awaken to watch Sunday services at 10:00 A.M., and also 
that the detention officers would be convinced of their benefit to 
the inmate population.

• God will move the hearts of the inmate’s family members at home 
and convict them of their spiritual needs.

• Prayer for released inmates to have the self-discipline to be active 
in, and attend a Bible believing local church, daily Bible reading, 
find a mentor, and get a job. This is especially hard with many 
churches closed because of Covid 19.

• I'm willing to speak at churches or organizations, so pray for 
opportunities to share about the ministry this coming year.

• Pray we all stay thankful, humble and broken before the KING OF 
KINGS!! Pray for more of His presence and Holy Spirit power.

ANSWERS:
• We received all the stamps needed for our Christmas event PTL!!! 

Thanks to each of you for the stamps, donations to purchase 
them, and your powerful prayers!

• All the divine appointments throughout the month that inmates 
responded to the Gospel!! To God be the Glory!

• We are thankful for favor and good working relationships with 
the Sheriff’s office.

• Hearts are ready, and open to the Gospel. The Holy Spirit is 
moving with His convicting power.

• More people are awakening to participate in the services on 
Sunday mornings.

• Lives of the incarcerated were deeply touched by the Christmas 
event although very different this year. Hearts were drawn to a 
point of hunger for God.

• God has blessed the ministry Board with unity, new members and 
strong wise leadership.

• I want to thank and praise God for each of you who partnered 
with us in 2020 to make it one of the greatest years ever. Each of 
you are truly an answer to our prayers!

MOST WANTED:
•  Clothes closet needs: Because of Covid 19 and the meager 

donations given we are in need of men and women's 
clothes: winter coats, jeans, slacks, sweaters, sweat shirts, 
and shoes not dress up but work and tennis shoes.

Ministry Monthly Report: 
December 2020

(Continued from front      )

(THANK YOU for your financial support! Please make checks out to the Polk Co. Jail Ministries Inc. and use the enclosed, self-addressed envelope.)   

Please help 
support 

Here is another changed life made 
possible by faithful partners like you! 
Thank you!  –Chaplain Jerry
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