
Greetings dear friends!  He is risen!  He is risen indeed!  We serve a 
living Savior! The tomb could not keep Him and death could not defeat 
Him!  The death of Christ on the cross paid the price for our sins. 
His resurrection gave us eternal life, and dealt death its 
fatal blow.  We say thank you for your eternal 
perspective even in these difficult days when it’s 
easy to focus on self.  You’ve chosen to uphold 
us in prayer, and to share of your resources so 
generously for making Kingdom investments!  

Who would have ever thought or imagined?  
I’ve heard this statement repeated many 
times in conversations with others. We are 
living in unparalleled times, historic!  This 
pandemic crisis has affected the whole world to 
make life as we know it to come to a screeching 
stop. It sure has here at the PCJ when all the 
volunteers were temporally suspended on March 13 
until further notice. This has created a great void without their 
presence and individual ministries. Yet the Sheriff allowed me contin-
ued entrance into the Jail pods to do ministry. That all changed on April 
10 just after I completed the last Bible study for the week. I was 
informed that I couldn’t go into the pods or have personal contact with 
inmates until further notice. I was so thankful I wasn’t sent home.  I 
continue to have access to my office and to answer inmate requests 
(kites) through the officers, and also use the monitors up front in the 

lobby to do one on ones. The lobby is closed to the public. Attorneys 
use I Webb visits off sight. My very first monitor visit was with a young 

man searching for meaning and purpose. He looked in all the wrong 
places and had come to Jail many times over the years. He’d 

heard the gospel, read a Bible, but had never surren-
dered to Christ.  This time his heart was fallow 

ground ready to receive the Good Seed, and he 
prayed to receive Christ as his Savior and Lord!  
God often uses drastic means to get our 
attention, because that’s often what it takes to 
bring us to the end of SELF.  It’s no different 
with the inmates as they find themselves at 
rock bottom, having their world come crashing 

in on them.  The Jail becomes the place where 
their minds clear from substances so they can 

think, and often draw near to God especially when 
they face the pain of their past.  Then God meets with 

them.  So many are crying out where is God?  When the 
truth is, He’s right here, right now!

I believe God has brought our world to a standstill because He’s trying 
to get our attention so we can focus on what really matters.  It takes 
something that is often radical to achieve this goal. For some the 
intervention comes in Jail, and for others it’s the fear of a deadly corona 
virus.  God wants a relationship which comes as we draw near to Him.  
James 4:8 tells us, Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.

Tip of the Month:
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 A transformed life!
My name is Benjamin.  I grew up in a good home with 
opportunity, but there was no church or Christ in my 
life growing up. In my teens I started making bad 
decisions and hanging with older crowds.  At 18 I 
began my career in the electrical trade. By age 28 I 
was mixed up in the drug scene to the point that I was 
charged, and sentenced to 8 yrs. in prison. I did 7 
years. When out for 7 years of being clean and sober I 
felt invincible. I moved to Iowa to help take care of my 
mother who had terminal cancer. That time in my life 
was the hardest to see and do. I started using again to 
cope with the pain, and after she passed things got 
worse. I fell back into the drugs, and people associat-
ed with them.  During this time I met a woman and had a son. After he 
was born the drugs still had their hold on us and 6 months later DHS 

took our son. This is when I met the most amazing 
family of my life, the Hurley family. Not only did they 
become foster parents to my son, but they also 
welcomed me into their home, and treated me like 
family. Most importantly they lead me to Christ. Ten 
months later my son and his mom were back home. 
Things were great until my pride got in the way and I 
drifted away from God. That’s when I found myself at 
the Polk Co Jail. During those 11 months of attending 
Sunday morning services and Bible studies I really 
sensed a growing and yearning within me for the Word 
of God. Geoffrey Johnson, one of the volunteers had a 
big impact on my life as well. Tuesday night he would 

bring the book cart around and we would connect. Geoffrey would 
pray with me and share how Christ had changed and worked in his life.

 

Challenging times bring contemplation so 
we will draw near to God!

Ben Hurst –

JESUS ALIVE IN
LIVES
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Without the resurrection of Jesus Christ Christianity is a house of cards.  “If Christianity is not true, it’s of 
no importance, but if it is true then there’s nothing more important in the entire universe.”  CS Lewis



                                                              Monthly: Ytd:
Inmate Request:      231      1,672
One-on-One inmate counseling:      282      2,735
Religious reading materials given:      203      2,139
Bible Study groups:         53           281
Inmates involved with studies:      519      3,102
View Worship Service:      343        1,639 
Volunteer Hours:           5         706
Number of Volunteers:            2    79
Bibles given:       145       1,296
Number of New Believers:            2 183

PRAYER REQUESTS:
• The expanded release and reduction of inmates from 1100 to 

600 has caused great needs for released inmate believers. They 
need our prayers as they face shuttered churches, jobs 
postponed, shelters not taking admissions, and treatment 
programs suspended for new candidates.  Pray for a continued 
daily walk with Christ, they would connect with a spiritual 
mentor, find gainful employment, will make godly choices and   
break off ungodly associations.

• God will protect the Jail population and staff from the Corona 
Virus. We as of today have seven confirmed cases.

• Continued prayer for David Hamlin as he’s treated for leukemia, 
for his wife Edna, and his son Jason fighting cancer as well.  David 
has stepped down as a volunteer due to his ongoing symptoms.   

• Please pray for Board member Bud Krisinger who has leukemia 
also.

• Prayer for a continued mutual working relationship with the 
Sheriff’s office as we are their privileged guests.

• God will resolve the pandemic so we can again have full access 
with inmates doing Bible studies, one on ones, and book cart 
ministries.   

• Greater awareness of Sunday services at 10:00 A.M. since there 
is little to no personal contact with the inmate population.  A 
greater number of inmates would awaken to watch.  

• Pray for a hunger of God’s Word and the Christian leaders would 
step up to lead prayer groups and Bible studies in their pods.

• God will protect and encourage every precious volunteer as they 
wait for the opportunity to return to their ministries.  Each 
marriage, family or individual will draw closer to the Lord as we 
have more time for Him.

• An insatiable appetite for God’s Word in the inmate’s lives. 
• Help me to be creative in ways to minister from a distance to 

inmates.  One idea from the Lord was to show a Christian based 
full length movie on Sunday from 1-3:15 pm, which the Jail 
supervisor approved.  Pray many will watch and God touches 
hearts.

• God will keep our public servants the Detention Officers in the 
Jail, and those Deputies out on patrol safe from harm’s way and 
the virus.  God will protect the emotional wellbeing of the 
Sheriff’s office staff with all the work related stress.   

• Brokenness will continue to be evident in those coming to the 
Polk Co. Jail, and they will see their ultimate need for a 
relationship with Jesus Christ.   

• God will raise up more prayer warriors, and investing partners to 
come along side in this great work of God prayerfully and 
financially especially during these unprecedented times. 

 • Strength and health for me doing ministry alone.    

• God’s Wisdom for daily decisions with ministry needs. 
• Perseverance as we face daily oppositions and unique 

challenges.

ANSWERS:
• Thank God I can still give out Bibles and books through the 

pod officers!
• God provides strength and the ability to keep up 

administrative needs in the absence of volunteers.
• Noticeable favor from the Sheriff’s office with my ministry 

access.
• Breaking down of strongholds in the inmate’s lives. 
• We are seeing how the faithful sowing of God’s Word 

through the volunteers has developed disciples who are 
now carrying out the Great Commission as they step up 
and minister to fellow inmates!!  To Him be all glory and 
honor!!  AMEN!!!!

MOST WANTED:
• Men’s clothing especially jeans (34-38) and men’s tennis 

shoes. 
• Paperback books Courageous, Fire Proof, and Beverly 

LaHaye/ Terri Blackstock titles.
• Continued need for paper back Christian Hispanic 

reading materials.
• Prayer of Jabez book.
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(Please make checks out to the Polk Co. Jail Ministries Inc. and use the enclosed, self-addressed envelope.  THANK YOU!)  

YOUR FINANCIAL GIFTS AFFORD THIS MINISTRY CONTINUED GROWTH AND IMPACT IN THE LIVES OF THE 
INCARCERATED AND THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE STAFF.  

Eventually I was sentenced to 3 years in prison. That’s when it all came 
together for me, and I took the time to come back home to Jesus.  I learned 
something about myself during that time. I hadn’t fully surrendered and 
trusted Christ with all my heart. The second I did my eyes and ears seemed to 
open up, and His word was clear as day. Life seemed hopeless and meaning-
less before, but now He had given me hope and purpose. In looking back my 
life went in many different directions, but now with Christ by my side the 
path has straightened out. One of my favorite verses is Proverbs 3:5-6 Trust 
in the Lord with all your heart and don’t lean on your own understanding; in 
all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your path straight. The 
path has led me to Hope ministry’s Door of Faith program. I now understand 
that my body is the home of the Lord. I’m surrounded by staff that shows me 
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Here is another changed life made 
possible by faithful partners like you! 

love, trust, and want more than anything to see me succeed in my walk 
and fellowship with Christ. I thought for a long time that I’d wasted so 
much time in my life, but I believe with all my heart now that He never left 
my side through all those years. It was His plan all along to humble me, 
strip me of my pride, and to give me a hope and a future. Jer. 29:11-13

The Bible states, There is none righteous, not even one. There is none 
who understands.  There is none who seeks for God. Rom 3:10-11.  We 
are so fallen that we run to self not God. It takes the Spirit of God to place 
a desire in us to want Him.  Has the Holy Spirit been at work in your life 
during this unprecedented time to contemplate your values, priorities, 

and activities?  I strongly urge you to draw near to God with a sincere 
heart to get to know Him, and seek Him above everything else.  That I 
believe is what the Lord is trying to communicate with all of us in the 
midst of this crisis. 
      In His service,  
      Chaplain Jerry
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