
Greetings friends!  Almighty God certainly has His hand on this ministry 
at the Polk Co. Jail!  It is clearly apparent as we witness a hunger for 
God’s Word, and their desire for changed lives.  Have you ever thought 
about the shackles or bondages that people are in with various habit 
forming addictions?  It seems that most are hooked on something rather 
than Someone.  He’s a personal God that loves us, wants to meet our 
every need, and build a relationship.  Instead of God they look to or 
depend on alcohol, pornography, cigarettes, drugs whether legal or 
illegal.  We were made to worship Someone but we exchange that need 
for something tangible, very much addictive and unhealthy. 

With the beginning of a new year I want to set the theme for the annual 
banquet and have a graphic image on our newsletter Jesus Alive In Lives. 
This is the greatest news JESUS breaks shackles!  It amazes me that 
people need to be arrested (I prefer rescued) to get the Truth that can 
set them free. They will also find meaning and purpose for their 
existence.  Addiction is a vicious cycle for users. I’ve observed they don’t 
want to feel because of previous hardships in their lives. Many have 

experienced all sorts of abuse, missed out on their childhoods, and had 
traumatic deaths of loved ones. 

Various pains have filled their lives so they turn to the influence of some 
substance to numb reality. They can’t think clearly, and their choices 
result in a downward spiral. The beauty of the Jail ministry is that people 
can get detoxed and sober; at that point most regain their ability to 
think. They can learn through a relationship with Christ how to deal with 
their incredible pain. I hear often, “I’m so sick and tired of being sick and 
tired. I need help. Can you help me? Where do I look”? I always tell 
them the Word of God is where the answers lie. This fact puts a great 
urgency on my heart to sow the seed of God’s Word, so that as many as 
possible will hear the Good News and choose Christ! I don’t want any 
one of them to go to hell! 

None of this would be possible without your heartfelt prayers and 
faithful giving which will have a profound impact for all of eternity. 
Thank you everyone for partnering in this vital life changing ministry! 
To God be the glory, Amen!!    – Your servant, Chaplain Jerry

We are honoring Marilyn Juengst as the volunteer of the month at the 
PCJ Ministry. Congratulations!!!  Marilyn began in October doing book 
cart ministry in the three female pods. She records the number of 
books and Bibles received from the cart, and interacts with the ladies 
as they peruse the selection of Christian books. This is one way the 
ministry sows seed. Marilyn also gives out Bibles and Daily Breads for 

the inmates to keep as gifts 
from the ministry. Women 
will open up with her, share 
stories of their lives, and the 
dead-end streets they’ve 
traveled. 

Quote of the Month:
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 Another changed life!

Volunteer of the month

My name is Brandi Ford. I am a faithful 
believer in Jesus Christ! I am a grateful 
recovering methamphetamine addict. It is 
only by the grace of a loving God that I 
have been clean and sober for 23 
months!! I spent 25 years in active drug 
use. I lied, and manipulated the system. 
My loyalty was to drugs and the streets. 
Deep down something always told me I 
was worth more than the life I was living. 
All the money, drugs, men, casinos, and 
everything else in the world couldn't fill 
the emptiness in my soul. It wasn't until I 

was blessed enough to be incarcerated that I realized there was a 
solution. God loved me so much that He stopped me in my tracks and 

took my freedom away. While incarcerated at the Polk County 
Jail I attended Bible study. The Holy Spirit’s presence was in the room and 
He spoke straight to my heart. I then remembered that I had given my life 
to Christ Jesus when I was 10 years old, but somehow had drifted away 
from Him and His love. I looked for acceptance in all the wrong places and 
from the wrong people. It didn't happen overnight exactly but a connec-
tion with the Lord in that Bible study was just enough to reopen my heart 
and remind me that the hole was God sized and it could only be healed 
and filled by Him. Needless to say, it’s not me, but He has changed and 
renewed my heart. He has changed me miraculously inwardly and also 
manifested positivity and change outwardly as well! It’s only by His grace 
and love today that I am employable, have restored relationships with my 
children and family, and have friends. I just got my driver's license back 
after 10 years of not having one.

 

Jesus Alive In Lives Breaks Shackles

– Marilyn Juengst
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“The remarkable thing about spiritual initiative is that the life and power comes after we get up and get 
going. God does not give us overcoming life - He gives us life as we overcome”.  – Oswald Chambers  



                                                              Monthly: Ytd:
Inmate Request:      463      1,010
One-on-One inmate counseling:      802      1,765
Religious reading materials given:      768      1,426
Bible Study groups:         80           155
Inmates involved with studies:      816      1,563
View Worship Service:      413           830 
Volunteer Hours:      237          485
Number of Volunteers:         26    49
Bibles given:       333         746

Number of New Believers:         77 124

PRAYER REQUESTS:
• Sensitivity to divine appointments as we minister to the Sheriff’s 

office, their personnel staff, and the incarcerated.

• Continued prayer for an Asst. Chaplain.

• Continued prayer for volunteer David Hamlin, wife Edna, and son 
Jason all battling cancer.  David comes in faithfully to do one on 
ones.

• Healing for board member Bud Krisinger who receives chemo 
   for leukemia.

• Prayer for Sheriff Kevin Schneider with his rigorous schedule and 
many responsibilities.  Sheriff has already brought a lot of 
positive morale builders to the staff.     

• Urgency for inmates to surrender everything to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, experience victory over their addictions and sinful 
lifestyles.

• Safety for our public servants the Deputies out on patrol, 
Detention Officers in the Jail and Dispatch personnel.  Help for 
the stress they encounter daily with their many responsibilities. 

• God will continue to bring people to the PCJ from all over the 
world to hear the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and 
respond to the message of salvation. 

• The volunteers have an intense fervor, and renewed sense of 
their calling to disciple the incarcerated in their Bible study 
groups. 

• Inmate believers to faithfully and enthusiastically share their 
faith with others.

• Sunday services at 10:00 A.M. will increase in attendance as a 
greater number of inmates awaken to watch and the Detention 
officers would play the service weekly.

• Revival among the inmates occurs! 

• The Holy Spirit makes it more apparent to local churches of the 
need to partner both prayerfully and financially with the 
ministry, assist released inmates in the community with open 
arms to shepherd and mentor them. 

• What started spiritually at the Jail continues in the lives of the 
inmates who have gone off to prison that they would stay 
faithful to God’s Word, be active in sharing their faith, and 
experience consistent growth.  

• Addictions and other strongholds will be permanently broken by 
the power of the Holy Spirit.

• God’s power demonstrated as I share His Truth with churches.

ANSWERS:
• Resources have been received to bless the inmates with 

more easy read Bibles.  
• Many Bibles and New Testaments in other languages were 

donated. These are essential as we have inmates from all 
over the world at the PCJ!

• Inmates are learning daily disciplines of Bible reading and 
prayer.

• Brokenness is apparent with the inmates as we witness 
conviction and repentance.

• Volunteer lead Bible study groups are growing in 
attendance weekly.

• Many opportunities have been made available in the 
coming weeks to promote the ministry to various 
churches.  

• I have witnessed among the detention officers and 
deputies a growing awareness of their own personal 
spiritual needs.

MOST WANTED:
• Need a lot of only men’s jeans 34-38, tennis shoes, coats, 

winter hats, and gloves.  
• Need several English Left Behind series 11, and 12.  

Ministry Monthly Report: 
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Here is a transformed life that 
represents the prayers and financial 
investments of faithful partners like 
you!  Thank you!  - Chaplain Jerry

(Please make checks out to the Polk Co. Jail Ministries Inc. and use the enclosed, self-addressed envelope.  THANK YOU!)  

YOUR FINANCIAL GIFTS AFFORD THIS MINISTRY CONTINUED GROWTH AND IMPACT IN THE LIVES OF THE 
INCARCERATED AND THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE STAFF.  

I have a church home, pay my own rent every month, and experience 
blessing after blessing. My life isn't "perfect", nor am I, but by being an active 
participant in my relationship with God and my relationship with myself I'm 
able to cope with life on life's terms. I also work a spiritual 12-step program. 
Every day I work on improving my conscious contact with God and His will for 
me. I am grateful and truly blessed!

If you are wondering how to have a changed life; I suggest you surrender. We 
weren't meant to be in control. Give your life to the One who created you, 
Jesus Christ the Son of God.  Accept His precious gift of forgiveness and 
salvation.  He will do for you what you cannot do for yourself. You are worth 
it! God bless you! Amen!!

Please help 
support 

 Marilyn will then have an opportunity to share the gospel, and lead 
them to Christ as she’s been privileged to do several times. “The needs 
are apparent to me as I hear the tattered and torn lives of these ladies. It 
is my privilege to come in and share my life story, and listen to their 
hurting lives. Each week I get to go where God is at work. I’m in awe of 
His great love for every single person. God can and will use anyone that 

has a willing heart. He has come to set the captive free”!  God wants to 
use the adversities we’ve all experienced to help others and identify 
with them. What a blessing when God brings such a gifted and sensitive 
servant to the ministry! You have touched many hearts already Marilyn, 
and what a difference you’ve made!  Thank you for responding to the 
Lord’s leading to serve at the PCJ.  You are a blessing to all of us!    
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