
Greetings friends!  Every powerful prayer and financial gift gives you the 
privilege of joining with us in this very unique ministry. Internal strife 
and decimated lives of men and women characterize where God called 
me to serve Him fifteen years ago. I became a missionary to the 
incarcerated, and the Sheriff's Office staff with the best news, the Good 
News of deliverance from our sins to proclaim!  To this calling you enter 
the trenches with me. THANK YOU for your partnership, and belief that 
God would use the Polk County Jail Ministry to impact lives for His 
glory!! What a blessing each one of you is to me!

Since April the 11th ministry has a different look for me with restrictions 
on seeing inmates face to face or from going into the housing units 
called pods. What a disconnect to say the least when people are my 
passion. Many in the Bible found themselves restricted in ministry 
opportunities like the apostle Paul. He was traveling, preaching, starting 
churches, but was suddenly arrested and put in Jail. He had to deal with 
major adjustments to what God had gifted him to do. Access and 
scheduling with phones and time limits have been some of the issues I 
face to share God's love with inmates. You have to understand family, 
attorneys and mental health workers all compete for time slots. 

Thankfully opportunities do come with the monitor screen visits. At the 
beginning of the month I had three appointments. One of the men 
stated he had been in the Polk County Jail a year ago, and received a 
Gideon Bible. That was his first ever introduction to Christ, but he had 
not given his life to the Lord.  As we talked it was apparent that his 
situation wasn't improving, but getting more chaotic and dangerous.  

He understood how his life lacked meaning, purpose and direction, and 
a huge emptiness inside his heart nagged at him. He knew he needed 
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 Another Changed Life!
It was within the walls of the Polk 
County Jail that I came to know 
my personal Savior, Jesus Christ!

The Polk County Jail Ministry 
played a vital role in saving my 
soul. The seed was planted during 
the many Bible studies I attended 
with Chaplain Jerry and volunteer 
Denise Sellers. It just kept growing 
me. My initial foundation in Christ 
was set.  Jerry and Denise would 
use the Word, real life experienc-
es, and their lives to demonstrate 

what it was like to be a Christian. I admired both of them, knew I too 
wanted to live for Christ, and that my life would have meaning and 
purpose!

It's been over two years since I've been walking with Christ. I have a 
job, and I'm productive in society. I live in one of the Grace houses 
with others who love the Lord. I attend church and two weekly small 
group Bible studies. Having others to lean on, and their support and 
prayers make all the difference in my life. 

The initial nudges from the Holy Spirit and the Polk County Jail 
ministry have forever changed my life. For that I will be eternally 
grateful! I have much appreciation to the Polk County Jail Ministry. 

They really do big things for God!
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Live each moment with and for God.

Ministry has a different look these days
  the impersonal becomes personal

A HIGHLIGHT FOR THE MONTH
On August 9th Patty and I celebrated 45 years of marriage! The Bible 
states; “He who finds a wife finds what is good” Proverbs 18:22. Patty 
was brought to me by the Lord in June of 1974 at a Des Moines coffee 
house. I was the guest speaker, and she introduced herself to me. We 

talked that night and became 
best friends. Fourteen months 
later we married on her 
parent's farm near Ottosen, 
Iowa. She was not only a good 
gift from the Lord, I call her 
God's Best!!!  Honey, I love 
you!!!! Thank you for all you 
do to help me in ministry, and 
your personal sacrifice of time 
to free me to minister the love 
of Christ to others. What a 
treasure you are to me, our 
children and grand children. I 

am truly blessed to have shared these 45 years with you. I thank the 
Lord for you, and for the 45 years we've shared together!



                                                              Monthly: Ytd:
Inmate Request:      475      3,166
One-on-One inmate counseling:      452      4,252
Religious reading materials given:      229      2,846
Bible Study groups:         64           556
Inmates involved with studies:      386      4,732
View Worship Service:      428        3,027 
Volunteer Hours:        23         767
Number of Volunteers:            2 106
Bibles given:       215       2,022
Number of New Believers:            8 214

PRAYER REQUESTS:
• You’ll not want to miss this year’s banquet! Pray that the Holy Spirit 

would bless the night as we hear the testimonies of many who've 
experienced Jesus Alive In Lives Who Breaks Shackles Tuesday Oct. 6th 
at Grace Church 6:00 PM. Please pray for a great turnout. 

• We mail out over 500 newsletters to our partners. Would you each 
make it a goal to come to the banquet, and get a firsthand look at what 
God is doing through this ministry in changing lives?  

• Pray many businesses would sponsor a table at the banquet for $250.
• Please pray for the volunteers waiting for the opportunity to come back.   
• Continued prayer for Dave Hamlin, wife Edna and son Jason, all battling 

cancer, and Bud Risinger fighting leukemia.
• Pray for an Assistant Chaplain who is burdened and called to the PCJ 

ministry to work 15 to 20 hours a week. He will eventually replace me 
    in the next four to five years.
• Pray our nation and communities would be more supportive of all law 

enforcement. 
• God would encourage our volunteers with the faith they need in these 

troubled, and fear filled days.
• The health and well being of all volunteers and their families. 
    Protection and wisdom in doing life these days.     
• Prayer for discernment in spiritual warfare with the enemy as he 

attempts to derail us with many distractions and the Covid 19 virus.
• God will use our ministry presence with the Jail population and the 

Sheriff’s office staff to touch lives with the Gospel. 
• Safety for our public servants the Detention Officers in the Jail, and 

those Deputies out on patrol.  
• That the inmate disciples would stay focused in sharing through Bible 

studies and leading prayer groups in their housing units.
• God would cause brokenness to new Jail arrivals and a hunger for Him. 
• More inmate lead Bible studies would begin, and more inmates would 

reach others for Christ in their pods.
• Sunday services at 10:00 A.M. would be greatly attended as a larger 

number of inmates awaken to watch. The detention officers would 
support the benefits to the inmates as they watch the services. Also 
Sundays at 1:00 the Christian movie would be well attended. 

• An awakening of local churches and individuals to participate in this 
incredible ministry prayerfully, and financially as a viable mission’s 
effort. More direct contacts with Pastors to tell the ministry story for 
prayer and financial support.   

• All of us would remain watchful, thankful, and deliberate in our service 
to Christ.

• Those inmates who have gone off to prisons or back to the streets 
would stay faithful to Jesus Christ and His Word, be active in sharing 
their faith, and attend a local church. 

• Monitor visits would be divine appointments and more frequent.
• All of us in this ministry would go deeper with the Lord in our 

private time with Him.
• Churches would go forward by faith not fear, and reopen with a 

renewed sense of urgency in these last days.

 ANSWERS: 
 • Greater numbers of inmates are coming to the Sunday services.
 • The Holy Spirit is doing a great work with His power of conviction.
 • We still have an open door for the Polk County Jail ministry.
 • We are daily experiencing the fruit of your earnest prayers with 

lives that are changing through genuine repentance.
 • There is a tremendous hunger for God in the midst of our 

pandemic! 
 • I hear from former inmates that many churches receive, and 

make them feel welcome when they attend.
 • Covid 19 cases are very low in the Jail.
 • Praise and thanksgiving to God for all that He does in 

orchestrating the details and events of this ministry daily!

 MOST WANTED:
 • 2500 stamps as we approach our Christmas event.
 • Men's coats and shoes. Winter is coming!

Ministry Monthly Report: 
August 2020

 Enclosed is my gift of:  $_____________             I am making a monthly committment of:  $_____________ 

Please trim along the dashed line and insert in the enclosed envelope with your gift.
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  Please help support

Here is a transformed life that represents the prayers 
and financial investments of faithful partners like you!  
Thank you!  –Chaplain Jerry

(Please make checks out to the Polk Co. Jail Ministries Inc. and use the enclosed, self-addressed envelope.  THANK YOU!)  

YOUR FINANCIAL GIFTS AFFORD THIS MINISTRY CONTINUED GROWTH AND IMPACT IN THE LIVES OF THE 
INCARCERATED AND THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE STAFF.  

something, but what?  This was my platform to share that our heaven-
ly Father was drawing him to Himself. He was at rock bottom and 
realized his sinful condition before a perfect and Holy God. He 
understood what Christ, God's Son did in paying our sin debt. This 

Good News became his by placing faith in the finished work of Christ. 
He believed and received the Lord Jesus in his heart that day, and 
became a child of God! 

Praise the Lord for God's redemptive work in men and women's 
hearts!  Amen!!
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