
What an investment you are making!!  Each month you faithfully lift 
up prayers and give financially for the ongoing ministry to an average 
of 1100 incarcerated and nearly 600 Polk Co. Sheriff’s office staff.  It 
is my intention monthly to let each of you know how vital your 
prayers, and sacrificial giving are to this ministry.  Thank you for 
partnering with us!! 

Recently our country celebrated Labor Day when we honor the 
American worker. Have you ever thought about God working? The 
Bible states in Genesis 2:1-3, the heavens and the earth were 
completed in all their vast array. By the seventh day God had finished 
the work He had been doing; so He rested from all His work. God 
blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it He rested 
from all His work that He had done in creation. Then the Lord God 
took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work and keep it. 
Our Father God is continuing His work creating BRAND NEW men and 
women whose hearts have been rescued from the depths of sin. He 
allows us to see where He is working so that we might join Him in 
sharing the GOOD NEWS. 

You know God the Father is at work in someone’s life when you see 
six things that only He can do.  First He will draw people to Himself 
John 6:44. Second, He causes people to seek after Him John 6:65. 
Third, He will reveal spiritual truth John 14:15-17. Fourth, God 
convicts the world of guilt regarding sin. Fifth, God convicts the world 
of righteousness, and lastly the Father convicts the world of 
judgment John 16:8. Typically the Father has prepared hearts by 

making them desperate for Him and to allow brokenness. This is the 
work the Father is doing in hearts. Work wasn’t a part of the curse of 
sin. It was a way for man to accomplish a task, build his self-esteem 
and gain self-worth. Today many people believe they’re entitled, 
rather than to work for and earn a living. The statistics show that 
nearly 40% of Americans receive some form of assistance from 
government programs.  

Our desire with the PCJ ministry is to encourage new believers upon 
their release to attend a good Bible preaching church, get a job, 
work, and find an accountability partner.  Some may think we are 
only about spiritual change. When a heart is converted to Jesus 
Christ a person’s life is changed for economic reasons as well.  They 
actually get jobs and pay taxes. Many become hard workers, respon-
sible, conscientious, dependable, and often are some of the best 
employees.

The Sheriff’s staff does their work under extreme stress and public 
demands that can take a toll. The public’s safety and protection 
comes with a 24 hour 365 day a year responsibility, because when off 
duty they are still mindful of their commitment to protect and serve. 
Just think of how quickly a Deputy must make split second decisions 
that impact lives. Those in dispatch for instance receive 50 to 100 
calls per shift, each an emergency, and often with life or death 
consequences. These unsung heroes need our support, prayers and 
respect for their dedication to work which is a high calling from God. 
         In His Service, Chaplain Jerry
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 Another changed life!
I was born in 1986, and grew up on the 
east side of Des Moises with my Mom, 
Dad, Jason, Joshua and Brittany Lynn. 
We didn’t have a lot but we did have 
each other. I had a really good upbring-
ing. When we found out that my sister 
had cancer we all stuck together and 
even got closer. I was in sixth grade 
when my sister took her last breath 

and that is when my life flipped upside down. I started hanging out 
with the wrong people. I had been big into the church, not after my 
sister died. I really felt like God knew I wanted her alive but He 
needed her more than me. All these bad kids were using drugs so I 
tried them and loved it. They took away the pain and I didn't have 
to be around my broken family. They were all in denial about my 

sister’s death. Not only did I lose a sister I lost my Mom, Dad, and 
both brothers as well. I got involved with street gangs, ran around, 
got into fights, and stole stuff from people to support my habit. I 
dropped out of school in 9th grade, and used stronger drugs 
because of the pain I was going through. My family was starting to 
see that they were losing another kid but to something different. 
They didn't know all I was doing because of how well I could hide it. 
I got put in juvenile detention centers, and didn't care where my 
addiction was taking me. When I was of age to go to jail Mom and 
Dad would bail me out, but I’d go right back where I left off to my 
addiction lifestyle. That is when I got in so much trouble that money 
couldn't save me.  When I went to jail I met Chaplain Jerry who 
planted a seed in me that through trials and tribulations would grow. 
Only God could  have orchestrated and allowed these events to 
happen in my life. I went to prison and learned both the right and 
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My Father is always at His work to this very day. (John 5:17)

Jimmy Murray –
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JESUS ALIVE IN LIVES

The resurrection is God’s greatest work. (John 5:21)



PRAYER REQUESTS:
• Continued prayer for an Asst. Chaplain.  God would reveal the 

one whom He has called and burdened for this ministry. 

• Continued prayer for volunteer David Hamlin, wife Edna, and son 
Jason, as they all battle cancer.

• Prayer for Board member Bud Krisinger as he battles leukemia.

• A hedge of protection around each volunteer and their families.

• Pray for true repentance, and godly sorrow with those to whom 
we minister.

• God will stir the hearts of staff, and the incarcerated with the 
Gospel message as communicated through His Word, faith based 
books, and other materials.  

• Safety for our public servants the Detention Officers in the Jail, 
and the Deputies out on patrol as they drive our roads and 
highways.

• Prayer for the Dispatchers with all the stressors of their daily 
responsibilities.

• Those who are disciples would see their personal responsibility 
to testify, and lead others to Christ.  More inmates would then 
respond to the Gospel because of them. 

• Inmates would awaken to watch Sunday services at 10:00 AM, 
also that the detention officers would make the services 
accessible to the inmates.

• More and more local churches would participate in this 
incredible ministry prayerfully, and financially as a viable 
mission’s effort.  

• God will move in hearts of family members of the incarcerated as 
the new believers share the gospel with them.  Pray that family 
members would understand the glorious Gospel, and receive the 
LORD as their Savior!   

• Those who have gone off to prison will stay faithful to read God’s 
Word daily, and be active in sharing their faith.

• Prayer for released believers to have the self-discipline to go, and 
belong to an active Bible believing local church where they will 
use their spiritual gifts for God’s glory.  That they might find love 
and acceptance from the congregations.    

• God will raise up more prayer warriors, and financial partners to 
come along side in this great work of God.

• Prayer warriors to do battle for the inmate’s lives who have 
strongholds that are generational.  That they might find victory 
and begin a new legacy for their families and future.

• Upcoming speaking engagements would be empowered by the 
Holy Spirit in local churches.

PRAYER REQUESTS: (cont.)
• God will use the upcoming Christmas event to touch cold and 

indifferent hearts of the inmates. 

• That the 2500 stamps for Christmas would be provided by 
November 15. 

ANSWERS:
• Volunteers are seeing many respond to the Gospel in their 

Bible studies PTL!!!

• Inmate requests have really increased significantly each 
week. 

• The incarcerated are so open and broken to the Gospel 
message.

• The Holy Spirit is working to draw many to Himself.

• God is faithful to bring those back to Jail who have turned 
again to their old ways before it’s too late. 

• God blessed the banquet and fundraiser evening greatly - 
more next month.

MOST WANTED:
• 2500 stamps for the two Christmas cards given to each 

inmate.

• Clothing closet needs:  Men’s coats & shoes 

• Spanish Left Behind series all 12 in paperback. 

Ministry Monthly Report: 
September
                                                              Monthly: Ytd:

Inmate Request:      485       4,424

One-on-One inmate counseling:      887       8,068

Religious reading materials given:      819       6,810

Bible Study groups:         88 861

Inmates involved with studies:      939      9,419

View Worship Service:      421       3,922 

Volunteer Hours:      276       2,343

Number of Volunteers:        25 234

Bibles given:      426       3,978

Number of New Believers:        59 396
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wrong ways to live life because God gives us 
choices. It was up to me to choose the path I wanted to go down. When 
I chose the wrong path God would always send me back to Jail because I 
was doing my will instead of His. I was in and out of prisons while both 
my Mom and Dad died. I was only 27, had three kids, and was not being 
who God intended, but He never let me go. While in prison I got closer 
to God but when out went right back to what I knew best. God was 
always there working on me. I needed to have a willing spirit, because if 
we are willing He is able. I accepted Jesus Christ as my Savior, was 
baptized in prison, and those were the people I put my trust in, God’s 
people. I went back to Bridges with support from God who seemed to 
get down and crawl with me. The people He put in my life taught me 
how to walk as well. If it wasn't for being in Jail I would have never 
understood what grace really meant to me, and for that I am very 

  Please help support

Here is another changed life made 
possible by faithful partners like you! 

grateful. I am now running three Christian living houses and feel 
like this was God’s plan the whole time. I live with the guys I have 
been in jail or prison with and we are doing ministry from behind 
these walls so God will save more people. Our home is called the 
Discovery House of Iowa and it is a good place. Here we can use 
what we’ve learned and live a Christian life. We may fall short but 
He will never leave us or forsake us.
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