
What a harvest of souls God has reaped through the Polk County Jail 
Ministry! It’s a privilege to watch God’s Holy Spirit develop these 
inmates to become disciples through Bible studies and one on ones! 
We have so much to be thankful for!! I’ve learned that thankfulness is 
the key to releasing God’s power in our circumstances of life. The 
Bible speaks of giving a sacrifice of praise from lips that proclaim His 
dear Name. This sacrifice I believe is our choice to thank Him rather 
than dwell on ourselves. The giving of thanks should be spontaneous, 
but some struggle when it comes to thinking of even one item to be 
grateful for. The Scriptures tell us, in the last days men will be lovers 
of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers (abusive 
language), disobedient to parents, ungrateful - the list goes on (2 Tim 
3:1-5). These attitudes and behaviors by people are so prevalent in 
our society today! Since they are indicative of the last days it’s even 
more urgent than ever to get the life changing message of the gospel 
to a lost and dying world especially those in the PC Jail. I am truly 
grateful for your powerful and effective prayers. Their impact is 
immeasurable! The Board and I want to say thanks for all of your 
financial gifts as well that allow this ministry to flourish, and help 
accomplish what God has called us to do. What a great investment 
you have made in lives which will gain eternal rewards!
Speaking of the marvelous harvest of souls that God reaps at the PC 
Jail; there is a process He uses to break up the hard soil of men and 
women’s hearts as they find themselves broken, and crushed by life’s 

circumstances. I live in rural Iowa and love to watch seasons come 
and go. Each year I observe the meticulous ways farmers do their 
spring field cultivating, and sowing of the seed. Warm summer days 
approach, timely rains fall, and we watch the seeds grow, flourish, 
and reach toward maturity. Finally comes fall with the golden grain 
ready for the bountiful harvest now greatly multiplied by God’s 
goodness and mercy. In a similar way we’re privileged to participate 
as the God of the universe works to redeem lost souls! It all begins 
with a single seed from the Word of God. Seeds are sown during one 
on ones, Bible studies, interactions with other believers in the pod, or 
through faith based books that an inmate reads. The seed will fall on 
different kinds of soil (hearts), but God is the One who causes a heart 
to receive His Word, and nurtures the growth. What a blessing that 

God uses us all as His vessels whether we 
pray, give, share, or go. His Word is given 
out with purpose and power to change 
lives as He’s done for you and me. That’s 
why my heart is full of THANKSGIVING to 
a great God who came to rescue anyone 
who will call on His name! Amen!!  

- In His Service, Chaplain Jerry

Tip of the Month:
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 Another changed life!
Hello, my name is Shelli Cave, and I’m 
from the east side of Des Moines. I’m also 
known as Shelli Kirk, Shelli Rios, Shelli 
Richards, and other alias names. For 14 
out of 20 years I was prison number 
1116969. I was in the top 15% of my East 
High graduating class, and then went on to 
Grandview College. I graduated with a B.A. 
in English, a B.A. in Secondary Education, 

and a Minor in Psych. At only 25 I lost my license to teach upon my first 
drug related felony. In 1999 my only and older brother died of acquired 
immune deficiency syndrome or AIDS. When he passed I became mad at 
God, lost my faith, and felt like I died too. I didn’t understand why God 
would take the good one instead of the bad one. For the next 25 years I 
replaced him with a bike gang full of brothers. I would be loyal to the 

gang, ride Harley Davidsons with them, and allegedly sold guns and drugs 
across state lines. Over the course of 20 years I caught 3 major drug cases. 
Two of them were 25 year sentences, and the last one was for 50 years. I 
never had a co-defendant and went to prison alone. I served 8 years in 
prison for possession with intent to deliver meth, and went right back to 
the gang. I owned 3 houses and several Harley Davidsons which were all 
bought with drug money. I saw a lot of violence from people getting beat 
up, to houses set on fire. That was my world. My 2 best friends were a 
lawyer and a bondsman. I never completed parole because I would catch a 
new drug case on top of my parole. I sold primarily meth and some other 
drugs to people for their food stamp cards, and their social security checks.
In 2013 my house was raided for the 3rd time. I was still on parole for a 
25 year sentence, so I went to the Polk County Jail. I bonded out, and 
immediately went on the run. It took them a year to find me, and
I went back to Jail. I was at my lowest point, 45 years old, and tired.
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Happy Thanksgiving everyone!

Shelli Cave –
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JESUS ALIVE IN LIVES

God has built into each of us a harp (heart) so we can make melody with it 
unto Him with all gratitude. – Col 3:16.



                                                              Monthly: Ytd:

Inmate Request:      434       5,363

One-on-One inmate counseling:      837       9,925

Religious reading materials given:      682       8,205

Bible Study groups:         81      1,044

Inmates involved with studies:      990    11,468

View Worship Service:      429       4,762 

Volunteer Hours:      231       2,853

Number of Volunteers:        26 286

Bibles given:      372       4,815

Number of New Believers:      101 545

PRAYER REQUESTS:
• Prayer for the annual Christmas event of pop, popcorn, Christmas 

carols, and two stamped Christmas cards for the inmates here at 
the Jail Dec 6th and 7th. The Spirit of God will move in the hearts 
of the inmates in a powerful way during the two night event and 
afterward draw them to participate in Bible studies.

• Prayer for volunteer David Hamlin, his wife Edna, and Jason their 
son as they each battle cancer. Edna is showing great signs from 
her lab work. David continues with oral chemo and is faithfully 
volunteering.

• Pray for Board member Bud Krisinger who is battling leukemia 
and back pain.  

• Continued spiritual growth and discipleship for the inmates who 
recently came to Christ.

• The need for an Assitant Chaplain who is called and burdened to 
work 15 to 20 hours a week. 

• Prayer for inmate believers who are released that they will daily 
seek the Lord and are faithful to attend a Bible believing church. 

• Safety for our public servants the Detention Officers in the Jail as 
they supervise the incarcerated, and for those Deputies out on 
patrol as they protect our communities.  

• A greater number of inmates would watch Sunday services at 
10:00 A.M.   

• More and more local churches will participate in this incredible 
ministry as a viable mission’s effort both prayerfully, and 
financially.  

• Family members of the incarcerated have their lives touched by 
the undeniable changes that God has brought about, and to see 
their own need for redemption as they too experience 
brokenness.   

• Inmates who have gone off to prison will stay faithful to read 
God’s Word daily, and be active in sharing their faith where 
they’ve been planted.

• God will supply all the needed 2500 stamps for the Christmas 
event.

• There would be a host of faithful prayer warriors lifting this 
ministry before God daily.

• Pray that God will soften the hardest of hearts.

ANSWERS:
• Thank God for each volunteer and their faithful 

commitment and service.  

• Praise the LORD for all those who gave their hearts to 
Jesus Christ!

• God is faithful to His Word to change and mature new 
believers. 

• We have a new volunteer for the women’s book cart 
ministry. PTL!   

• Praise and thanksgiving to the Lord Jesus for all He’s doing 
and has done in this incredible ministry all year!

• Praise God for so many who’ve given stamps! Thanks to 
each of you!

MOST WANTED:
• Men’s winter coats and all types of shoes. 

• Spanish Christian paperback books.

Ministry Monthly Report: 
November
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YOUR FINANCIAL GIFTS AFFORD THIS MINISTRY CONTINUED GROWTH AND IMPACT IN THE LIVES OF THE 
INCARCERATED AND THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE STAFF.  

My Mom said she wasn’t coming to visit me this 
time. I was suicidal, lost, angry and I didn’t have anyone to talk things out 
with. Chaplain Denise, who we all called “Chappy”, did one on ones with me, 
and I also went to her Bible studies. I learned that through the Son, Jesus, 
you get to the Father, and this was in March of 2014. I went to my bunk 
crying one night after lights out, and confessed every single sin I could 
remember from my whole life. I asked God for forgiveness. This is the night 
that I believe I was truly saved. Chappy taught me to love again, and I wasn’t 
angry anymore.
I was being transported back and forth to prison and jail for 8 months until 
the day I was finally sentenced to 50 years. Chappy then started emailing me 
in prison and while I was still in orientation status, she came to visit me. I was 
the only person in orientation that got a visit. She would continue to visit me 
throughout my sentence. Chappy got me a beautiful Bible with my name on 
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Here is another changed life made 
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it. All my friends wanted a Bible just like it. She used her own work 
money to buy tons of Bibles for my friends. Because of my history I 
knew everyone in prison and everyone knew me. When I first started 
walking with Jesus people made fun of me. I went from being a drug 
dealer to a girl that could get everyone a Bible. I was still carrying a lot of 
guilt, shame, and was worried about facing God someday. Chappy’s 
husband Matt said,  “Once you’ve asked God for forgiveness, those sins 
are forgiven. I’m a new creation in Christ now, to the Glory of God!  


