
Welcome to the monthly J.A.I.L. Ministry newsle�er. With it we 
strive to inform our cons�tuency of the Holy Spirit’s ac�vity in the 
Jail and with the Sherriff’s office staff. We want to extend our 
thanks as you faithfully pray, and give financial support so 
generously. We live in changing �mes, but take heart in the 
unchangeable, eternal, and enduring Word of God! You are in the 
good fight and on the front lines with all of us as we ba�le for men 
and women’s souls. Amen!!! This ba�le is real and comba�ve with 
the enemy of our souls, Satan and his minions. I was reminded of 
this ba�le when I observed a pair of geese near our home on a 
small pond that hatched four gooselings. In less than a week all 
four vanished. They were probably prey for some predator. In a 
similar way the Bible states that our arch enemy the devil prowls 
about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 1 Peter 5:8 I 
find that many of our inmates have walked so closely to death by 
their choices with drugs and alcohol that God intervenes and 
brings them to Jail. They elude death as it were, again and again, 
because of God’s great mercy. 

I informed an inmate recently that that his ex-wife was within 
hours of dying from cancer. Hospice staff requested that he 
communicate his love, say goodbye, and release her to die. When 
he finished talking there was a ques�on I wanted him to ponder. 
If it were you dying would you be ready? He said yes, but as we 
discussed his answer it became clear that he’d never put his trust 
in Christ for salva�on. His en�re life had a trail of addic�on and 
disaster. He sat under God‘s Word in an Arkansas Bap�st church 
growing up, and stated he believed in God. I said the Scriptures 
say that Satan believes and trembles, but he’s not going to be in 
heaven. It’s not what we say that determines our belief but how 
we live our lives. It was interes�ng to see his resistance change in 
response to the Gospel. 

We also talked about his daughter who is married to a pastor. 
She led her mom to the Lord during this crisis with cancer. At one 
point he said, “I don’t make decisions when I’m in crisis.” I said 
why not in crisis? That’s when we’re most broken. He agreed, 
prayed and received Christ as his personal Savior as well. Amen!!!!        
In His Service,
Chaplain Jerry 

       Let’s get the Word of God in us, so the Word can change us. Tip of the Month: 

  Polk Co. Jail Ministry, Inc. , 1985 N.E. 51st Place, Des Moines, IA. 5031   
** Please forward all gifts to Polk County Jail (1985 N.E. 51st Place, DSM, 50313), www.polkcountyjailministries.com through 

 Another Changed Life!
My name is Danielle Pedersen and I want to take some �me to share my tes�mony and how I 
came to know Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior.  I am 34 years old, and have been a drug addict 
for the be�er part of my adult life. I am a mother of 4 boys Blayne, Chase, Kade and Rhya�e.  
I grew up in Huxley, Iowa raised by my mother and stepfather. At 13 years of age I was placed in 
foster care with a Chris�an lay minister and his wife. I a�ended church every Sunday and youth 
group, but never understood what the Bible was about. At 18 I was arrested for the first �me. 
I went in and out of jails and ins�tu�ons for the next several years. I moved into the House of Grace 
in 2016 with Irene B. I a�ended Grace Church every Sunday morning, evening, and went to Bible 
study on Tuesday nights. I was given an opportunity to move back to Story City only 2 blocks away 
from my children, so I le� church and my support groups. Shortly a�er moving I met my fiancé and 
had already relapsed on meth. In March of 2018 I learned I was expec�ng a child, and honestly 
I could not stop using. Against every belief I had and against everyone's desperate a�empts to 
help me stop using, I couldn't. My path of destruc�on con�nued.
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Volunteer of the Month: Stephanie Campbell
Congratula�ons to our volunteer of the month Stephanie Campbell. She does Bible study with 
the ladies in South 3 on Tuesdays. Stephanie has been a volunteer for the last six months. 
What a gi� she is with her upbeat and contagious vitality for the Lord. She has a passion for 
prayer and teaching God’s Word, which reflects in her concernand love for these precious 
women. She stated, “My highlight each week and huge blessing has been to serve at the 
Polk Co Jail ministry. It’s a way to bring Jesus Christ to these ladies. I can’t help believing if 
Jesus were here physically this is where He would be found. The Holy Spirit reminded me that 
He is here. I get to be His hands and feet. These women are not just inmates; they are current 
and future sisters in Christ. What a privilege it has been to teach, pray, cry, laugh, and to do the 
praise theLord dance with them.” We are so grateful to the Lord for calling you to this ministry 
Stephanie, and to uniquely prepare you to minister to each one on a weekly basis. 
Thank you for answering the call. 



PRAYER REQUESTS:
• Asst. Chaplain David Newell is no longer with the PCJ ministry.  He will be 

pursuing his passion and calling to the ministry of Restore and Recover.  
He’s also star�ng a half-way house on the south side of Des Moines to help 
men establish godly disciplines to live successfully for Christ.  We wish him 
God’s greatest blessings.  

• Prayer for volunteer and board member David Hamlin as he receives oral 
chemo treatments for leukemia.  Also for his wife Edna, and their son 
Jason, as they all three are ba�ling cancer. 

• Prayer for Board member Bud Kissinger as he also ba�les with leukemia.   

• Calling more male workers to volunteer in the harvest field.

• The inmates would not be easily distracted from the things that God is 
trying to do in their lives. 

• Prayer for favor and a con�nued mutual working rela�onship with the 
Sheriff’s office as we are privileged guests.

• God uses our ministry presence with the Jail popula�on and the Sheriff’s 
office staff to touch lives with the Gospel. 

• Greg Roberts who does our graphics on the Newsle�er was struck by a car 
while riding his motor cycle.  He has a concussion, seven broken ribs, and 
other injuries.  Please pray as he’s in lots of pain.

• Safety for our public servants the Deten�on Officers in the Jail, and those 
Depu�es out on patrol with the stress and pressure they each are under 
and Dispatchers.

• God will use me by the power of the Holy Spirit in speaking opportuni�es 
this summer as I share about the ministry and effec�vely teach God’s Word 
to congrega�ons.

• Spiritual protec�on for the volunteers in their personal lives and families.  
Also to have a deeper walk and humility in the Lord for each of us.

• Sunday services at 10:00 A.M. would be greatly a�ended as a larger 
number of inmates wake up to watch.  Deten�on officers would realize its 
benefit to their pods. 

• God will prompt local churches to par�cipate by opening their doors to the 
formerly incarcerated and to support this local mission’s effort prayerfully 
and financially as we experience growth.  

• Those inmates who have gone off to prisons or back to the streets will stay 
faithful to Jesus Christ, His Word, His church, and be ac�ve in sharing their 
faith.

• Pray for brokenness and open hearts to hear, and receive the Word as it is 
shared daily through the book distribu�on, one on ones, Bible studies and 
Sunday services.  

• We need daily prayer for spiritual opposi�ons that come against the 
ministry, trying to disrupt and destroy it.

ANSWERS:
• There has been and con�nues to be an abundant harvest all 

around us at the Jail! 

• Praise God for the salva�ons, a�endance in Bible study 
groups, and life change evidenced!

• Praise God for all the former inmates who are saved and 
living for Him!

• Assorted encounters with inmates that are truly divine 
appointments. 

• Praise and thanksgiving to God for the Board partners and all 
that He does in orchestra�ng the administra�on, planning 
and the events of the ministry day a�er day.

• The obvious hand of God on this ministry in every way.  

• Renewed affirma�on from the Sheriff as to the posi�on of 
Chaplain for the agency. 

MOST WANTED:
• Paperback books by Tony Evans, David Jeremiah, 

CS Lewis, Watchman Nee

• Anyone interested in purchasing easy to read Bibles can 
help purchase one case of 20 for $79.80.  When we order 
two cases we get the third for free.

Ministry Monthly Report: 
May                                                              Monthly: Ytd:
Inmate Request:      564       2,550
One-on-One inmate counseling:      969       4,538
Religious reading materials given:      719       3,581
Bible Study groups:      109 488
Inmates involved with studies:   1,121      5,150
View Worship Service:      435       2,348 
Volunteer Hours:      263       1,288
Number of Volunteers:        26 130
Bibles given:      430       2,159
Number of New Believers:        21 162

 Enclosed is my gi� of:  $_____________             I am making a monthly commi�ment of:  $_____________ 

Please trim along the dashed line and insert in the enclosed envelope with your gift.

(Continued from front      )

  Please help support

Here is a transformed life that 
represents the prayers and financial 
investments of faithful partners like 
you!  Thank you! -–Chaplain Jerry

(Please make checks out to the Polk Co. Jail Ministries Inc. and use the enclosed, self-addressed envelope.  THANK YOU!)  

YOUR FINANCIAL GIFTS AFFORD THIS MINISTRY CONTINUED GROWTH AND IMPACT IN THE LIVES OF THE 
INCARCERATED AND THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE STAFF.  

On June 28th I was driving in a high speed pursuit, high on meth, on the run for a robbery 
charge, and in possession of meth. My life had spiraled out of control, and worst of all I was 
pregnant with our now 7 month old son. I gave birth to him while incarcerated in the Polk 
County Jail on September 25th. I didn't realize that God was using all of this chaos to bring me 
to the end of myself, and to get my a�en�on. I a�ended Bible study and did one-on-ones with 
Denise S. I was broken to the point of despair. Some say God will not give us more than we can 
handle, but I beg to differ. He gave me more than I could bear, and forced me to a breaking 
point. I had nowhere to go but to His grace and love. In the Polk County Jail I let go and let 
Jesus Christ take control of me and my life. A�er so many �mes of failing to change myself I 
knew God was the only answer to my heart’s longing. Today I live at the House of Grace again, 
and I’m back in my church at Grace, where I find love, acceptance and most of all I've found 
the truth preached every Sunday. Today I'm on the verge of ge�ng my 7 month old son back, 
and possibly my other children. The Lord has given me a peace, and I am grateful for the 
changed life I now live for Him.


	May 2019 Newsltr-front
	May 2019 Newsltr-back

