
Work is to be done for the Lord, not for the eyes of man. Tip of the Month: 
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 Another Changed Life!
    My life is nothing short of a miracle, a 
blessing by the grace and mercy of God.  
Yes, I am a believer.  I have not always 
been, but these days I choose to believe, 
and have a faith in God due to the experi-
ence and blessings I have been given.  
    Prior to the age of 18, my life was not 
bad.  My mom worked hard to support us.  
I had loving grandparents, a supportive 
family, and also a decent group of high 
school friends.  I was involved with a lot of 
extracurricular activities in school ranging 

from athletics to show choir. I’d say I was also a pretty popular 
teenager with a decent head on my shoulders.  Right after graduation 
from high school, I started using.  It was just weed at first.  The next 
drug I tried was meth.  I enjoyed how it made me feel.  I thought I 

was getting things done by being up all the time.  All of my friends 
were doing this so we had something in common.  The problem was 
that it is all we had in common.
 Then the life style of crime began.  I was robbing, lying, stealing, 
and using everything and everyone.  I thought I was a ship in the 
ocean setting sail to wherever I desired.  The truth is I was a ship in a 
bottle going nowhere, suffocating, and decaying from the inside out.   
 I started going in and out of both the Polk Co. and Story Co Jails.  I 
was getting smaller possession charges, petty thefts and things I 
thought were nothing.  I kept using and going about my life in an I 
don’t care attitude.  I still thought I was doing big things.  Then I got 
my forgery charges in 2015.  I spent nine months incarcerated in 
Newton CRC and I thought I was going to be able to do life ok when I 
got out.  I was wrong.  I saw my Parole Officer, and 10 hours later was 
getting high again.  I was on the run, committing crimes, and selling 
dope.  This time I had nothing.  
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For some at the Polk Co. Jail working is a daily routine.

Chris Chiodo –

You have participated in this work of 
love that is producing an eternal 
investment through your powerful 
prayers and generous financial gifts.  
Ministry is all around us daily.  These 
people are hurting and need to be 
rescued from poor choices that are 
destroying their lives.  It is my 
intention monthly to let each of you 
know just how vital your prayers, and 
sacrificial giving are to this ministry.  
Thank you for partnering with us!!
 Recently our country celebrated Labor Day when we honor 
the American worker.  Have you ever thought about all the labor 
intensive work involved in cooking food, preparing trays, washing 
dishes and providing clean clothes for over 1100 inmates?  That 
will make you take a deep breath, and ponder the magnitude of 
those jobs.  At the Jail inmates apply to become an inmate 
worker, both male and female.  It really is a prestigious position 
for those who qualify, and are hired.  Instead of being paid money 
their time in Jail is reduced.  For every day they work a day is 
taken off their sentence.  This reduces their costs of restitution 
when they get out.  These jobs are short term, because most will 
be released or sentenced soon.  If an inmate is sentenced to 
prison then he/she can no longer be a worker.  Preparing and 
delivering trays of food three times a day are the main jobs.  
They’re up at 5 A.M. to serve breakfast by 6:00 A.M., do dishes, 
clean up and back to their pod to rest up for the next meal. They 
put in long hours.  The women inmate workers are positioned in 
the hall ways to escort attorneys, chaplain volunteers, and various 
other programs people to their destinations within the Jail. 

They also pass out clean clothing to the 
200 female inmates twice a week.  
Some men are assigned to the kitchen 
and others to the laundry room.  There 
are three shifts in the laundry room 
washing and folding clothes, and also 
pass out clean clothes two times a week 
to over 900 male inmates. 
        Today many people in our society 
believe they’re entitled, rather than to 
work and earn a living.  The statistics 

show that nearly 40% of Americans receive some form of 
assistance from government programs.  Our desire with the PCJ 
Ministry is to encourage new believers upon their release to 
attend a good Bible preaching church, get a job, work, and find an 
accountability partner.  Some may think we are only about 
spiritual change.  When a heart is converted a person’s life is 
changed for economic reasons as well.  They actually get jobs and 
pay taxes. Many become hard workers, responsible, conscien-
tious, dependable, and often are some of the best employees.
 The Sheriff’s staff does their work under extreme stress and 
public demands that can take a toll.  The public’s safety and 
protection comes with a 24 hour 365 day a year responsibility, 
because when off duty they are still mindful of their commitment 
to protect and serve.  Just think of how quickly a Deputy must 
make split second decisions that impact lives.  Those in dispatch 
for instance receive 50 to 100 calls per shift, each an emergency, 
often with life or death consequences.  These unsung heroes need 
our support, prayers and respect for their dedication to work 
which is indeed a high calling from God.
     – In His Service, Chaplain Jerry



PRAYER REQUESTS:
• Prayer for Asst. Chaplain David Newell as he finishes his senior 

year of college and all the demands of his papers and exams. 
• Continued prayer for volunteer David Hamlin, wife Edna, and 

son Jason, as they all battle cancer.
• Please pray for volunteer Bud Kissinger as he was diagnosed 

with a rare form of leukemia.  He is on oral chemo pills.  He has 
severe back pain as well. 

• Please pray for volunteer Ann Agans as she undergoes a 
delicate neck surgery for a bone spur lodged against her spinal 
cord.  Ann also struggles with seizures.  She organizes the Jail 
clothes closet.  

• God will stir the hearts of staff, and the incarcerated with the 
Gospel message as communicated through His Word, faith 
based books, and other materials.  

• Safety for our public servants the Detention Officers in the Jail, 
and the Deputies out on patrol.

• Prayer for the Dispatchers with all the stressors of their daily 
responsibilities.

• Those who are disciples would see their personal responsibility 
to testify, and lead others to Christ.  More inmates would then 
respond to the Gospel because of them. 

• Inmates would awaken to watch Sunday services at 10:00 AM, 
also that the detention officers would make the services 
accessible to the inmates.

• More and more local churches would participate in this 
incredible ministry prayerfully, and financially as a viable 
mission’s effort.  

• God will move in hearts of family members of the incarcerated 
as the new believers share the gospel so they too will hear the 
glorious Gospel, and receive the LORD as their Savior!   

• Those who have gone off to prison will stay faithful to read 
God’s Word daily, and be active in sharing their faith.

• Prayer for released believers to have the self-discipline to go, 
and belong to an active Bible believing local church where they 
will use their spiritual gifts for God’s glory.  That they might find 
love and acceptance from the congregations.    

• God will raise up more prayer warriors, and financial partners 
to come along side in this great work of God.

• Upcoming speaking engagements would be empowered by the 
Holy Spirit in local churches.

ANSWERS:
• Volunteers are seeing many respond to the Gospel in 

their Bible studies PTL!!!
• Inmate requests have increased significantly each week. 
• The incarcerated are so open and broken to the Gospel 

message.
• God is faithful to bring back to Jail those who have turned 

again to their old ways before it’s too late.
• Record numbers are waking to watch the Sunday 

services.  PTL! 

MOST WANTED:
• 2500 stamps for the two Christmas cards given to each 

inmate.
• Clothing closet needs:  Men & women’s coats & shoes 
• Ten Rick Warren ‘Purpose Driven Life’ in paperback. 

PRAYER REQUESTS:
• Prayer warriors to do battle for the inmate’s lives who have 

strongholds that are generational.  That they might find 
victory and begin a new legacy for their families and future.

• God will use the upcoming Christmas event to touch cold 
and indifferent hearts of the inmates. 

Ministry Monthly Report: 
September 2018                                                              Monthly:   Ytd:
Inmate Request:      473 3,894
One-on-One inmate counseling:      992 6,730
Religious reading materials given:      738 6,537
Bible Study groups:        82    766
Inmates involved with studies:   1,033 9,490
View Worship Service:      627 3,124 
Volunteer Hours:      267 2,167
Number of Volunteers:        28    247
Bibles given:      423 3,264
Number of New Believers:        43    367

      program Jan. 27, ’18 and 
immediately started working for the Salvation Army as the 
Residential Manager.  This was the beginning of many blessings to 
come.  I got my license back, and have received a promotion at the 
Salvation Army.  I see my son every weekend and attend all of his 
school functions.  I’ve wiped out my back child support, and have a 
vehicle in my name with insurance.  That for me is a huge deal!!  I 
have an awesome relationship with a woman and her family that I 
love.  One of the best blessings is to see my son smile at me!  I now 
have healthy relationships with my family and friends, and people 
come to me for advice and help.  The awesome part of this is what 
I tell them is true because I know that my heart is filled with the 
love of God.  
 I say this with honesty and sincerity that every day is a struggle.  

There are people and things from my past that I still cope with, 
and some contact me that I realize are not good influences.   
 Situations come up that in the past I would have folded and 
gotten high.  I am still a ship, but the bottle that was suffocating 
me has been broken.  The Lighthouse that guides me shines bright.
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  Please help support

Here is a changed life that represents 
the prayers and financial investments 
of faithful partners like you! 
         Thank you! - Chaplain Jerry

(Please make checks out to the Polk Co. Jail Ministries Inc. and use the enclosed, self-addressed envelope.  THANK YOU!)  

YOUR FINANCIAL GIFTS AFFORD THIS MINISTRY CONTINUED GROWTH AND IMPACT IN THE LIVES OF THE INCARCERATED AND THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE STAFF.  

I was sleeping on floors of abandoned houses, and stealing 
someone’s car just to go rob another.  The claws of the devil were 
sunken into my soul.
 On Sept. 27, 2016 God rescued me.  I was arrested for posses-
sion of 56 grams of meth.  I plead out to a Class C felony 10 year 
sentence.  I focused on bettering my self during this incarcera-
tion.  I attended chapel services, was the chairman of prison AA 
meetings, was an inmate council member for my unit, and 
regularly read my Bible.  Upon release Aug. 2, ’17 I was scared 
and didn’t want a repeat of last time.  I was dropped off at the 
bus station only two blocks away from my old drug dealer’s 

house.  However I felt a pull to the Salvation Army.  I believe it 
was at this moment I was truly saved.  I walked to the door at the 
Adult Rehab Center, and stood there for a moment. I grabbed the 
handle and it was as if the door weighed 1,000 pounds!  As I 
crossed the doorway threshold all that weight lifted off my 
shoulders.  I found my lighthouse in God and that would continue 
to guide me for the next 6 months. My focus was on me.  Yes I 
have a son, Mom, Grandma, family and friends, but I had to focus 
on myself.  I knew I needed to better myself in order for other 
relationships to be healthy again. I accepted Jesus Christ as my 
Savior, prayed to God every day, many times a day, and dove into 
my Bible.  I graduated the Rehab 


