
The two fold mystery of Christmas: God became one of us so that we 
    might become one with Him.
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Andy Hanson –   Another Changed Life!
“I moved 8 �mes before the age of 10, 
and my parents divorced when I was 
12.  My father was a func�oning 
alcoholic and addict all through my 
youth and into teenage years.  He 
traveled a lot for work so was not 
available much for me emo�onally or 
physically.  My mother was emo�on-
ally unstable, and she looked to me to 
be the man of the house in spite of my 

young age.  Both of my parents talked bad about each other 
which put me in a bad place.  I grew up very confused and did 
not know who I was or what I wanted to be.  I did not get the 
affirma�on, valida�on, a�en�on or love from my parents that I 
desperately needed and wanted.  I just wanted to be like my 

Dad and spend �me with him.  My mother did not understand 
this and it caused more resentment and anger inside of her.  I 
know my parents loved me, I just didn’t feel loved.  The worse it 
got at home the more I didn’t want to be there.  I would spend 
hours and days at my friend’s house, so I wouldn’t have to be at 
home.  This is when I started to drink, and experiment with 
drugs at the age of 13.  I tried methamphetamine at the age of 
14 and fell in love with the way it made me feel.  I began to 
party and seek valida�on and a�en�on through friends and 
women.  I would do whatever it took for a�en�on.  I lost 
interest in school, became the class clown and threw par�es all 
the �me.  I was sent away at the age of 15 to Clarinda Acad-
emy.  While there I heard a couple of minor league baseball 
player’s tes�monies about how they’d given their lives to Christ.  
Something spoke to my heart that day.   I said the prayer and 

Christmas - the event that changed everything!
Christmas is the historical event that changed everything for 
mankind’s unrelen�ng problem, SIN.  The Holy God came to 
earth and took on flesh.  This incarnate Deity lived a sinless life, 
was crucified dead, then buried, and raised triumphantly over 
sin, death and Satan!  Christ God’s Son is the tangible gi� 
available to all who will receive Him and believe on His name.  
Praise His Holy Name!!  If the Body of Christ understood just 
how effec�ve their prayers were they would certainly spend 
more �me seeking Him through prayer.  We at the PCJ Ministry 
see the effects of your prayers and witness God’s mighty hand 
moving in the hearts of the incarcerated and the Sheriff’s office 
staff.  Thank you for your partnership financially and prayerfully 
this past year!  

Friday and Saturday December 2nd & 3rd were the dates of our 
annual Christmas event.  Pop, popcorn and two stamped 
Christmas cards were distributed to each inmate as two familiar 
Christmas carols were sung to put them in a fes�ve mood.  Most 
of the 32 volunteers were present, which blessed the inmates 
greatly.  The hearts of the inmates seemed especially so� this 
year.  I believe that your prayers caused a quiet calm that God 
spiritually prepared.  It was a memorable two nights of 
demonstra�ng the love of Christ, and sowing seeds into their 
hearts.  

O�en this event draws the one who is watching to see the 
reality of Christ and what we proclaim about Him.  It’s such a 
privilege to shower them with love.  One inmate was so 
emo�onally upset that an officer called me down a�erwards to 
talk with him.  He was away from his wife and two children in 
San Antonio, Texas.  This man was arrested in Des Moines while 

visi�ng a friend, and now looking at deporta�on.  A�er talking 
he realized that God had a bigger plan to rescue him and change 
his life.  He gave his heart to Christ that night.  

Your investment in lives makes such a huge difference!  Thanks 
to everyone for your financial gi�s, dona�ons of stamps, and 
those who prayed!  It’s exci�ng to watch how God provides for 
the needs of the ministry, especially this memorable event.  
Sheriff McCarthy gives his approval to this evening of pop, 
popcorn and two stamped Christmas cards.  Thank you to HyVee 
for the pop and Brandmeyer Gourmet popcorn.  They were both 
incredible gi�s.  Only God knows the total impact this event will 
have for eternity!!  It is such a privilege to proclaim Jesus Christ 
to those held cap�ve in their sins.  He is se�ng the cap�ves free 
indeed!!  That my friend is Amazing Grace!!!  Amen!!!!  CHRIST is 
God’s precious gi� to man and our only hope for eternal life.  
Merry CHRISTmas from our home to yours!  
  
   – In His Service, Chaplain Jerry 



PRAYER REQUESTS:
• Additional churches, individuals and businesses catch the 

vision of what our great God is doing here at the Polk Co. Jail 
Ministry, and would support it both prayerfully, and 
financially. 

• Prayer for John Shelley as he goes back into the work force for 
a new company.  

• God protects and provides for the needs of the volunteers.  

• God the Holy Spirit stirs the hearts of staff and the 
incarcerated with the Gospel message through the ministry’s 
presence. 

• Wisdom for the Board in our search for a new Assistant 
Chaplain.

• The ministry to increase in its effectiveness and broaden its 
influence in 2018. 

• Ongoing prayer for volunteer David Hamlin, his wife Edna, 
and son Jason as they each continue their battle with cancer.   

• Wisdom for the Sheriff’s office in budgetary issues for 2018 as 
they arise.

• Inmates awaken to watch Sunday services at 10:00 A.M., and 
also that the detention officers would be convinced of their 
benefit to the inmate population.

• God moving in the hearts of the inmate’s family members at 
home and convict them of their spiritual needs.

• So many Detention Officers are off work due to personal 
injuries.  Staff working many hours to compensate for 
shortage. Please pray for their morale and fatigue. 

• Prayer for released inmates to have the self-discipline to be 
active in, and attend a Bible believing local church, daily Bible 
reading, and to get a job.

• Opportunities to share about the ministry this coming year in 
churches and other organizations.

ANSWERS:
• God has been so faithful to pour out tremendous blessings 

throughout this year to make it one of our best years ever in 
this ministry.  

• We received all the stamps needed for our Christmas event 
PTL!!!  Thanks to each of you for the stamps and donations to 
purchase stamps.  

ANSWERS: (continued)
• All the divine appointments throughout the month, 

incredible!

• We are thankful for favor and good working relationships 
with the Sheriff’s office.

• Hearts are ready, and open to the Gospel.  The Holy Spirit 
is moving with His convicting power. 

• More people are awakening to participate in the services 
on Sunday mornings.

• Lives of the incarcerated and the employees of the 
Sheriff’s office were deeply touched by the Christmas 
event.  God brought a sense of calm to the Jail from these 
two evenings.  Hearts were drawn to a point of hunger 
for God.   

• God has blessed the ministry Board with unity, and 
strong, wise leadership.

• In one week 17 individuals gave their hearts to Christ! 
• I want to thank and praise God for each of you who 

partnered with us in 2017 to make it one of the greatest.  
Each of you is truly an answer to our prayers!  

MOST WANTED:
• Clothes closet needs: men’s shoes only.  Please 

donate only items that are listed.

Ministry Monthly Report: 
December 2017                                                              Monthly:   Ytd:
Inmate Request:      407  5,448
One-on-One inmate counseling:      616  8,794
Religious reading materials given:      818         10,523
Bible Study groups:        73  1,073
Inmates involved with studies:            812        12,251
View Worship Service:      292  3,894 
Volunteer Hours:      337           3,298
Number of Volunteers:        31     361
Bibles given:      366  4,717

Number of New Believers:        50     603

                                                     accepted Christ into my heart, but I 
didn’t understand what I had done.  I went back to what I knew 
best, the fast life of partying and drugs.  Little did I know that I had 
given God permission to intervene in my life and that I was now His 
son.  I went to prison in 2004 for possession with intent.  Someone 
had told me about IFI in Newton.  I remember praying ‘God if you 
are real send me to Newton, and I will go through the program.’  
Well, I ended up in Newton, went through the program, and 
graduated in 2007.  I was clean for about 3 years, but relapsed in 
2010.  I went up and down for the next 4 years.  I knew I needed to 
change.  My family had mentioned a program called Teen 
Challenge.  I entered the program May 5, 2015.  The second day I 
was there; I got down on my knees and cried out to God ’I can’t do 
this on my own anymore!  I surrender my life and will to You.  It’s 

Your life not mine.’  I felt the Holy Spirit come upon me with a 
peace and love like I’d never felt before.  My life has not been the 
same since.  I’ve been clean and sober since that day, and have a 
great job as an electrician.  He has delivered me from addictions to 
drugs, and cigarettes, and set my heart free from the life controlling 
issues that once held me in sin’s bondage.  I want everyone to 
experience the love and peace I have through a personal 
relationship with Father God through Jesus Christ!

A Season of Ministry well done.   
John Shelley has been our assistant Chaplain for the last two years.  
He’s done an amazing job of sharing the gospel and many 
responded to the Good News.  John is a gifted evangelist that God 
has used greatly.  As of December 31 John resigned as the Asst. 
Chaplain here at the PCJ ministry.  He felt his time was for a season; 
which was fruitful and amazingly rewarding.  After much prayer and 
seeking direction from the Lord John has been led to reenter the 
work force with a local office supply company in sales.  John had 

such a difficult year with three major surgeries (both shoulders and 
a knee replacement) in less than six months.  Thank you for praying 
for him.  His quick recoveries were evidence of your faithfulness to 
lift him up before the Father.  The Board and I appreciate all that he 
brought to the ministry both personally and professionally.  John 
has been a friend of mine for over thirty years, and I’ve learned a 
lot from him.  He will be greatly missed.  Please pray for John as he 
faces many challenges in a new endeavor, and may God’s richest 
blessings be upon him and his wife, Charlotte.   
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  Please help support

Here is another changed life made 
possible by faithful partners like you! 

(Please make checks out to the Polk Co. Jail Ministries Inc. and use the enclosed, self-addressed envelope.  THANK YOU!)  

YOUR FINANCIAL GIFTS AFFORD THIS MINISTRY CONTINUED GROWTH AND IMPACT IN THE LIVES OF THE INCARCERATED AND THE SHERIFF’S OFFICE STAFF.  




