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A memorable Christmas at PCJ 

Local Hy-Vee Donation Makes Christmas Event

  
 Quote of the Month:  God gave (Jesus) that you would receive HIM as your Gift. 

What have you done with the GIFT (Jesus Christ) Immanuel God’s Son?   
Polk Co. Jail Ministry, Inc. , 1985 N.E. 51st  Place, Des Moines, IA. 5031
** Please forward all gifts to Polk County Jail (1985 N.E. 51st Place, DSM, 50313), www.polkcountyjailministries.com through     

How wonderful is the Christmas season because it’s our 
reminder of His great love for all men.  The Holy God came to 
earth and took on flesh.  This incarnate deity, lived a sinless life, 
was crucified dead, then buried, and raised triumphantly over 
sin, death and Satan!  Praise His Holy Name!!  If the Body of 
Christ understood just how effec�ve their prayers were they 
would certainly spend more �me seeking Him through prayer.  

We at the 
PCJ 
Ministry 
see the 
effects of 
your 
prayers 
and 
witness 
God’s 
mighty 
hand 

moving in the hearts of the incarcerated and the Sheriff staff.  
Thank you for your partnership financially and prayerfully this 
past year.  

 Friday and Saturday, December 2nd & 3rd, were the dates 
of our annual Christmas event.  Pop, popcorn and two stamped 
Christmas cards were distributed to each inmate as two familiar 
Christmas carols were sung to put them in a fes�ve mood.  Most 
of the 32 volunteers were present, which blessed the inmates 
greatly.  The hearts of the inmates seemed especially so� this 
year.  I believe that your prayers caused a quiet calm that God 
spiritually prepared.  Pa�y, my wife, heard one inmate comment, 
“I’ve never heard the songs they were singing, I wish I knew the 
words.”  Most of us take things for granted when we sing those 
familiar Christmas carols.  
 It was a memorable two nights of demonstra�ng the love 
of Christ, and sowing seeds into their hearts.  O�en this event 
draws the one who is watching to see the reality of Christ and 
what we proclaim about Him.  It’s such a privilege to shower 
them with love.  
 Thanks to everyone who donated stamps and who prayed!  
Only God knows of the total impact this event will have for 
eternity!!  It is such a privilege to proclaim Jesus Christ to those 
held cap�ve in their sins.  He is se�ng the cap�ves free, indeed!!  
That my friends, is Amazing Grace!!!  Amen!!!!  CHRIST is God’s 
precious gi� to man and our only hope of eternal life. Merry 
Christmas from our home to yours!

            In His Service, Chaplain Jerry Van Cleave

For the last eleven years Park Ave Hy-Vee has partnered with the 
PCJ ministry to make our Christmas event a memorable two 
nights.  They have been so generous with the various flavors of 
pop for over 850 men and women.  They even provide diet pop as 
well for any diabe�c inmates.  We’re talking about 20 two liter 
eight packs and eight twelve pack ten oz. cans of diet pop!  This is 
a big deal because the inmates can’t receive any gi�s while 
incarcerated.  This sweet treat is an amazing blessing to each one.  
For our Christmas event to happen Sheriff McCarthy signs his 

approval to this 
evening of pop, 
popcorn and 
two stamped 
Christmas cards.   
When we give
out the pop,

Volunteer staff sings Christmas carols at 
this year’s annual Christmas Event.

(Con�nued 
on back page)
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PRAYER REQUESTS:
• Additional churches, individuals and businesses catch the vision 

of what our Great God is doing here at the Polk Co. Jail Ministry, 
and would support it both prayerfully, and financially. 

• Continued prayer for Lee Wheelock’s son Lincoln who has a rare 
skeleton disease.

• God protects and provides for the needs of the volunteers.  

• God the Holy Spirit stirs the hearts of staff and the incarcerated 
with the Gospel message through the ministry’s presence. 

• Health issues for volunteers John Lundstrom and Bill Eisenlauer 
both unable to serve. 

• Ongoing prayer for volunteer David Hamlin as he takes oral 
chemotherapy for leukemia from Agent Orange.   

• Wisdom for the Sheriff’s office in budgetary issues for 2017 as 
they arise.

• Inmates awaken to watch Sunday services at 10:00 A.M., and 
also that the detention officers would be convinced of their 
benefit to the inmate population.

• God will move in the hearts of the inmate’s family members at 
home and convict them of their spiritual needs.

• So many Detention Officers are off work due to personal injuries.  
Staff working many hours to compensate for officers gone, pray 
for their morale and fatigue. 

• Prayer for released inmates to have the self-discipline to be 
active in attending a Bible believing local church and daily 
reading their Bibles.  To provide jobs as well.

• Opportunities to share about the ministry this coming year in 
churches and organizations.

ANSWERS:
• For God’s leading and selection of John Shelley a year ago as the 

new Assistant Chaplain!  PTL!!!!  What a huge blessing he has 
been to the ministry and me.

• We received all the stamps needed for our Christmas event 
PTL!!!  Thanks to each of you for the stamps and donations for 
purchasing stamps.

• We are thankful for favor and good working relationships with 
the Sheriff’s office.

• Divine appointments throughout the month, incredible!

ANSWERS (Continued)
• Hearts are ready, and open to the Gospel.  The Holy Spirit is 

moving here with His convicting power. 

• Greater numbers awakening to participate in the services 
Sunday mornings.

• Lives of those incarcerated and the employees of the 
Sheriff’s office were deeply touched by the Christmas event.  
God brought a sense of calm to the Jail.  Hearts were drawn 
to a point of hunger for God.   

• God has blessed the ministry Board with unity, and strong, 
wise leadership.  Pray we all stay thankful, humble and 
broken before the KING OF KINGS!! 

• In one week 29 individuals gave their hearts to Christ! 

• I want to thank and praise God for each of you who 
partnered with us in 2016 to make it one of the greatest.  
Each of you is truly an answer to our prayers!

MOST WANTED:
• Clothes closet needs; men and women shoes.  Please 

donate only items that are listed.

Ministry Monthly Report: 
December 2016
                                                             Monthly:   Ytd:
Inmate Request: 467 6,174
One-on-One inmate counseling: 724 9,227
Religious reading materials given: 517 8,288
Bible Study groups: 86  1,029
Inmates involved with studies: 973 11,889
View Worship Service: 380 3,695 
Volunteer Hours: 325 3,512
Number of Volunteers: 31 373
Bibles given: 333  4,875
Number of New Believers: 49 606

(Continued from front page)

each inmate uses his ten ounce plastic cup and we (the volun-
teers) fill it a couple of times.  You should see the smiles on their 
faces and the tears in their eyes!  Hy-Vee has also been an 
employer who has believed in giving men and women a second 
chance. Their business has hired many who were at one time in 
the PC Jail.  We all can use second chances.  

Often I’ve been told that these employees become some of 
Hy-Vee’s best workers.  Hy-Vee has also in years past provided 
coupon books to present to the volunteers as a way of the 
ministry saying thanks.  It’s exciting to watch how God provides 
for the needs of the ministry, especially this memorable event.  
Thank you Hy-Vee for the incredibly generous gifts, and your 
investment in many lives.  You make a huge difference!  


